
 Early GCSE entry in MFL effective 2017 
 
Background 
 
Historically, some students have been entered early for GCSE in a foreign language at their 
request. However in recent years this has sometimes resulted in a plethora of students 
taking different languages at different times, which has become difficult, time consuming 
and costly to manage. It has also become increasingly clear that this is not necessarily in 
their best interests. As a rule, the most selective universities prefer students to complete 
their GCSEs in one sitting at the end of Y11, as this shows an ability to cope with workload.  
Only GCSEs taken in Y11 count for ‘Progress 8’, the student’s average attainment score 
based on their best 8 results.  There is therefore no particular benefit to the student in 
clocking up large numbers of GCSEs sat at different times. Furthermore, students often do 
not retain knowledge if they give up language studies at an early stage and most students 
perform better at the end of Y11. For all these reasons we discourage students from taking 
GCSE in a language early.  
 
Policy  
 

1. All students will normally enter their GCSE foreign language at the end of Y11 with 
their other GCSEs. Students who are not studying in a GCSE class at Newstead can 
apply to take their exam alongside the GCSE class in Y11. 
 

2. We can only enter students of Newstead Wood School.  We can enter students only 
for the languages and the specifications taught at Newstead. These are: French, 
German, Spanish (AQA), Mandarin Chinese and Japanese (Pearson Edexcel) 
 

3. Students not in a Newstead GCSE class taking the exam in Y11 will be charged the 

exam fee as this is an additional entry, and may be charged for staff time if extra 

work is involved e.g. setting and marking controlled assessments.  

 

4. Apart from conducting their oral exams and enabling them to take a mock exam at 

the same time as other students, Newstead staff will not be able to offer extra 

support/preparation to those not enrolled on a GCSE course with us. Parents are 

invited to arrange extra tuition if it is deemed necessary.  

 

Exceptions: 
 
a) For the time being, GCSE Japanese is taken at the end of Y10. 

 
b) Native/semi-native speakers may apply to take GCSE in their language at the end 

of Y9 in exceptional cases, where the Newstead teacher judges that they are 
capable of reaching the highest grade. 3) and 4) above apply. 

 
 


