
 
 

 
Newstead Wood School Mathematics Department  
 
Philosophy 
As a group of mathematicians we appreciate the inherent worth and beauty of the subject. 
We feel it is important to share this experience beyond the scope of syllabi.  As a result we 
try to work together in a supportive manner to share good practice and new ideas, thus 
developing our teaching skills.  
 
We offer equal opportunities to maximise experience both for teachers and students. This 
means that teachers have opportunities to teach all age groups and students are set in some 
years to improve the quality of their learning experience. 
 
Staff 
The current mathematics team consists of seven full-time teachers and three part-time 

teachers. There is one part-time Curriculum Support Assistant. 

 
Students 
As a selective school our students come to us having studied mathematics to a high level in 
their primary schools and although there is still a range of ability, learning takes place at a 
high pace. The students have a very positive attitude to the subject and are engaged in the 
development of new skills and ideas. It is a joy to harness their enthusiasm. Almost all 
students study for Higher tier GCSE and at present over 100 continue their study to Year 12. 
Mathematics or related degrees at university are a popular option. 
 
KS3 
The lessons are resourced using the New National Framework Mathematics texts. Year 7 are 
not set; Year 8 and 9 are banded in half year groups and set within these, with two normal 
sets and one smaller set for those with lower marks in previous exams where more 
individual support time is available. 
 
KS4 
Students choose to either study for the AQA Higher Tier GCSE course which they sit at the 
end of Year 11, or in addition to also study for the AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Maths. 
These students have the same three hours of lessons per week but study the material faster. 
Currently about 90 study both with 70 opting for the single option. All work in Year 7-11 is 
underpinned by the Hegarty maths programme providing support for students in individual 
topics they find difficult. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
KS5 
In the Sixth Form students follow the MEI course which is examined by OCR. Roughly 90 
students take the subject up in Year 12 with nearly all continuing to the full A’ level. There 
are currently 6 maths groups in Year 12 and 4 in Year 13. Mathematics at Sixth Form level is 
not set.  
 
We also have about 15 very talented students in each year group studying Further 
Mathematics A’ level as well. There are two sets for this in Year 12 and one in Year 13. 
 
The further mathematics course contains more mechanics, statistics and some decision 
maths.   
 
Individual students are tutored to sit university entrance exams such as STEP. 
 
Enrichment 
Teaching able students allows an opportunity to fully integrate enrichment within the daily 
curriculum and this encourages the feeling of enjoyment for the talented studying the 
subject. We also have specific additional opportunities. All students in Years 7-11 enter the 
Mathematical Challenge Competitions. Some KS5 students enter the SMC. Many qualify for 
the second rounds. We enter team competitions and use questions for house competitions. 
Students use road safety as part of Year 10 statistics. The department offers various 
lunchtime support workshops. About a dozen Year 13 students become student subject 
leaders. 
 
Resources 
The mathematics department has dedicated teaching rooms. Each room has a small 
cupboard, which can resource lessons and contains numeracy strategy materials. The rooms 
are equipped with Interactive White Boards and have access to the Internet and maths 
specific software. Additional books and resources are kept in the main stock cupboard. 
 
IT 
We use calculators at all stages within the school. The 5 school IT rooms can be booked for 
specific maths lessons as required. The scheme of work includes provision of ICT to support 
learning.  
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