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‘Soon you will see a sight to waken pity / even in 
the horror of it.’ – Oedipus the King 
     

 

Name__________________________ 



 

Welcome to Classical Civilisation at A2 

 
 

The Department 

Well done!  You’ve survived the AS and rightly signed up for what we believe is the 

best course in the land, taught by the best department (and we’re not alone - the Good 

Schools Guide celebrated us as being ‘the best selective state school for girls’ in this 

subject).  As you already know, it’s delivered by two teachers.  Mr Deane is Head of 

Department and teaches Greek Tragedy.  Mrs MacCormack (known to all as Mrs 

Mac) teaches Roman Epic.  Here is a picture of us. 

 

 
 

Mrs Mac and Mr Deane, somewhere between Greece and Italy, 2010. 

 
 

Leadership and Enrichment opportunities 

 

Really throw yourself into the course and you won’t just attend lessons but come with 

us on regular trips to the theatre, opera and pantomime, perhaps even to Greece.  You 

won’t just hand in homework essays but submit them for external competitions.  The 

syllabus is just the starting point. 

 

There is the opportunity, now, for you to contribute as a student subject leader.  This 

looks really good on UCAS and, done well, you will be developing your own skill set, 

helping your fellow students and your teachers, too.  We’re happy for several students 

to hold this title, working as a team, but with an individual focus where your strengths 

or areas of interest lie.  In the past, Student Subject Leaders have helped front the 

open evenings, designed web sites and loyalty cards, organised theatre trips, helped 

out with revision.  We’re open to ideas and suggestions, so come and ask if you want 

to know more. 

  

Work with us and we will work hard for you. 

 



Specification Summary 

 
Classical Civilisation 

 

Unit Code: 2021 

 

Examination Board: AQA 

 

Unit 3 Greek Tragedy CIV3C 

This is a splendid module taking in some of the most acclaimed plays of all time.  

Most famous is Oedipus the King whose title character, on one very bad day, learns 

that he has killed his father and married his mother; suicide, blindness and misery 

result!  We study Hippolytus, the tale of an infamous virgin and misogynist, punished 

for this stance by Aphrodite, goddess of love.  Read of Medea, inspiration to the later 

suffragettes, who, abandoned by her husband, takes bloody revenge through the 

slaughter of their children.  Finally, we study Antigone, examining when acts of 

terrorism are legitimate against the state.  Discussion takes in the role of literature in 

society, religious values, the natures of the gods and, receiving excellent support from 

the AS modules, the troublesome nature of those pesky women. 

 

You are tested in a one-and-a-half-hour examination.  You must answer one 

structured, source-based question (from a choice of two) and one essay question 

(again from a choice of two).  This module is worth 50% of your A2 grade (and 

25% of your overall A level). 
 

Unit 4 Roman Epic CIV4C 

As Troy burns, Aeneas sets sail for Italy, there to found the Roman Empire.   If you 

need further proof that all men are pigs, read of Dido, who believes herself married to 

Aeneas; news to him as he sails away! What’s a girl to do?  Fall on his sword, 

followed by swift immolation, of course. Building on the AS epic, this module 

undertakes a critical study of The Aeneid in its religious, political, cultural and social 

contexts.  Formal analysis of narrative techniques goes hand-in-hand with a study of 

the nature of human responsibility and the relations between mortals and immortals, 

men and women, fathers and sons. 

 
You are tested in a one-and-a-half-hour examination.  You must answer one 

structured, source based question (from a choice of two) and one essay question 

(again from a choice of two).  This module is worth 50% of your A2 grade (and 

25% of your overall A level). 

 

 

 

 

 



Overview of the year 

 
Date Modules 

 

 

Half Term 1 

 

 

Greek Tragedy: Oedipus the King (weekly 

written homeworks) 

 

Roman Epic:  Background information on 

Virgil and Augustan Rome.  Start The 

Aeneid. (Two books per week reading 

homework). 
 

 

Half Term 2 

 

 

Greek Tragedy: Oedipus the King, Medea 

(Weekly written homeworks). 

 

Roman Epic: continue reading text; 

introduction to context exercises. (Two books 

per week reading homework). 

 

 

Half Term 3 

 

 

Greek Tragedy: Medea, Antigone 

(Weekly written homeworks). 

 

Roman Epic: Finished first reading of text; 

continue work on contexts and essays on 

major themes. 

 

 

Half Term 4 

 

 

Mock examination – 1½ hour paper on 

each module; students answer one context 

and one essay from a choice of two.  

 

Greek Tragedy: Antigone, Hippolytus 

 

Roman Epic: research Augustan Rome; 

practise context answers and essays on major 

themes.  

(Essays/contexts for homework). 

 

 

Half Term 5 

 

 

 

Greek Tragedy: Hippolytus 

 

 

Roman Epic: exam preparation and revision. 

 

 

Half Term 6 

 

 

 

 

Sit public examinations. 

 

August 

 

 

A2 Results  

 

 



 

Expectations in Classical Civilisation 
 

Remember, you chose this subject, nobody forced you!  As such, we do not expect to 

have to act as nagging parents or police.  Rather, we are here to support you, develop 

your skills and enable you to achieve the A-level grade you need so that you can go 

on to study what you want, wherever you want. 

 

As such, there are few rules but certain commonsense requirements.  Follow these and 

you will gain excellent subject knowledge and a brace of useful academic skills; you 

will also enable us to write nice words about you for UCAS, praising your work ethic, 

attitude and achievements.  Don’t follow them and you deny us this opportunity and 

lay up a whole host of angst and underachievement for yourself. 

 

Be on time.  Why? Because it delays the start of the lesson and we’ve a lot to get 

through (we teach you the syllabus plus an extra 30% or so).  Also, because it’s rude 

to us and the majority of students who have turned up on time.  

 

What does ‘on time’ mean? Realistically, within five minutes of the bell sounding.  

By all means pop to the loo but don’t be late because you are collecting books or 

printing out work (that’s what break, lunchtimes and registrations are for).  Don’t be 

late because you’re discussing your progress in another subject with another teacher – 

again, that’s what break and lunchtimes are for.  Don’t be late because you are 

queuing at some drinks machine or heating a snack up in the microwave… 

 

Have the right texts.  You will need to annotate these every lesson.  Without them 

you are wasting your time and there is a good chance you will be shown the door.  

Further, the time you spend catching up from some other (better) student’s notes is 

time you could have spent forging ahead, undertaking wider reading or working on an 

early draft of the homework. 

 

Hand homework in on time.  This means at the start of the lesson it is due, not break 

or lunchtime or whenever you finally get round to finishing it/printing it off.  If you 

know you are going to be away – a day out with another subject, for example – then 

you hand the work in early.  If you have been off sick, hand the work in the day you 

return.  If you are well enough to return to school but have been too sick to do the 

work, find us that first day back to agree a new deadline.  If you do not hand in a 

piece of work on time, it may not be marked. 

 

Absences.  Quite simply, don’t miss lessons - we move at a cracking pace and you 

will very quickly fall behind.  Yes, if you’re ill, stay away and get better.  Otherwise, 

be there.  Think very hard before asking to miss a lesson for some other commitment.  

Don’t, certainly, indulge in that classic student self-destruct of cutting a lesson 

because you haven’t done a homework - you’ll only fall still further behind. If you are 

absent, the expectation is that, health allowing, you have caught up on the missed 

work by the next lesson.  

 

 



 

 

What to do when stuck? 

 
You come and ask for help, of course! 

 
You should be working at least one day in advance of final deadlines.  This means 

that, if you get stuck, you can find us at break or lunchtime to discuss the problem or 

show an early draft of the work.  We will then offer support and guidance and you 

will go away happy and confident and capable of submitting an excellent piece of 

work on the agreed deadline. 

 

Extensions.  We are prepared to negotiate extensions on deadlines if you have good 

reason and real need.  Such reasons might include ill health, domestic upheavals or 

that you’ve simply let everything get on top of you, are buried under an avalanche of 

work and don’t know how to dig yourself out.  We will lend that metaphorical shovel, 

but can only do so if you keep us informed.  So, don’t turn up in the lesson where a 

piece of homework is due and offer only grovelling apologies or empty excuses; find 

us a day or so before and we’ll work out a way forward together. 

 

Worst case scenario 

Look, there’s a very good chance that at some point in the year you will find yourself 

- for whatever reason - behind/confused/panicked, either by work or life.  It is no use 

hiding from the problems - they won’t go away, only become more distressing.  Find 

us and we will help.  If you don’t find us, we will find you – seek you through the 

corridors, hunt you down in the sixth form common room and escort you to a quiet 

place for a chat.  What will follow? Sympathy, gentle threats, bribery with sweets – 

whatever tactic gets you back on track.  Hopefully the issues can be put right just 

between the two/three of us; in some circumstances we may need to contact the Head 

of Sixth Form or parents.  If so, the intention is never to cause you grief and drop you 

in it, only to get you happier and working better. 

 
Of course, you shouldn’t just come and see us when stuck.  You might be turning in 

good work and be ambitious to take that next step into excellence.  So again, come 

and find us and we will be happy to suggest ways to really push yourself and your 

work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wider Reading 
They might not be on the syllabus but certain books are essential to your 

understanding of the course.  All are in the library – you would be silly not to dip into 

them. 

 

Greek Tragedy 

 Tragedy: a Student Handbook – Sean McEvoy 

 Greek Tragedy, an Introduction – Marion Baldock 

 Greek Tragedy: Suffering under the Sun – Edith Hall 

 Ajax – Sophocles 

 Electra - Sophocles 

 

Roman Epic 

 Classical Epic – Homer and Virgil – Richard Jenkyns 

 Augustan Rome – Andrew Wallace-Hadrill 

 The Dream of Rome – Boris Johnson 

 An Introduction to Virgil’s Aeneid – W A Camps 

 Homer’s The Iliad and the Odyssey – Alberto Manguel (really good for Homer’s 

influence on Virgil). 

 Julius Caesar, Antony and Cleopatra – Shakespeare  

 

Class Civ inspired fun 

 The Secret History – Donna Tartt 

 The song of Achilles – Madeline Miller 

 War Music – Christopher Logue 

 Spartacus – Lewis Grassic Gibbon 

 

General reading 

Read and you will think quicker, write better.  To this end, we’ve filled the library 

with books to give you pleasure.  They’re not course-specific, just great.  Those at the 

top of the list are quicker, easier reads than those lower down. 

 

Fiction 

 Invisible Monsters, Survivor, Choke – Chuck Palahniuk 

 The Long Walk – Stephen King 

 Less than Zero – Bret Easton Ellis 

 Slaughterhouse 5 – Kurt Vonnegut 

 Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close – Jonathan Safran Foer 

 The End of the Affair – Graham Greene 

 The Road – Cormac McCarthy 

 The Ghost Stories of M R James 

 The Good Soldier – Ford Maddox Ford 

 House of Leaves – Mark Z Danielewski 

 The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner – James Hogg 

 

Non-fiction 

 Darkness Visible – William Styron 

 The Psychopath Test – Jon Ronson 

 If This Is A Man/ The Truce – Primo Levi 

 
 



 

Wider Viewing 
 

Graphic novels 

Too busy for a book?  Try one of these graphic novels!  They are super-smart, highly-clever, 

violent, sexy fun.  Proof of this?  They’re some of the most borrowed books in the library and 

we’ve had parental complaints about their content!  There are more titles up there, but any of 

these would make a good starting point. 

 Watchmen – Alan Moore 
 Batman; The Dark Knight Returns – Frank Miller 

 Watchmen – Alan Moore 

 300 – Frank Miller 

 Maus – Art Spiegelman 

 Persepolis – Marjane Satrapi 

 From Hell – Alan Moore 

 

Dvds 

The following dvds touch upon themes of the course, some more obviously than others.  Be guided by 

the age ratings, of course. 

 300 

 Festen 

 Angel Heart 

 The Godfather, parts 1 and 2 

 The Wicker Man 

  Sympathy for Lady Vengeance 

 The Vanishing 

 Rome, season 1 and 2 

 I, Claudius 

 Jason and The Argonauts 

 Cleopatra 

 Spartacus: blood and sand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Advice from past students 
 

‘Don’t leave essays to the last minute – they will take longer than you think.’ 

 

‘Put some kind of innuendo into every essay and remember that EVERYTHING is 

about sex.’ 

 

‘Make flow diagrams of events in The Aeneid as you go along.’ 

 

‘Just do what the big man says and you’ll be fine.’ 

 

‘When told to read something, read it (especially wider reading).’ 

 

‘Tell Mr Deane that Breaking the Waves is your favourite film and purple is your 

favourite colour.’ 

 

‘Try and go to every lesson or you’ll have lots to catch up on and you will have to 

catch up before the exam.’ 

 

‘If you haven’t done your homework for Mrs Mac, tell her before the lesson and 

she’ll let you get away with it.  If not, she’ll destroy your soul with her looks of 

disappointment.’ 

 

‘READ each book of The Aeneid before your Mrs Mac lesson – don’t just say you 

do.’ 

 

‘Spider diagrams!’ 

 

‘Start learning quotations early.’ 

 

‘The Aeneid cannot be read in the two hours before the exam.’ 

 

‘Do Mr Deane’s essays straight away and if you don’t get it, ask for help before 

the deadline.’ 

 

‘Work on developing a dirty sense of humour over the holidays’ 

 

‘Start revising EARLY! There’s too much to do the night before.’ 

 

‘Be prepared to be shocked to your core! 
 

 

 



 

 

Progression 

 
 

Life after Newstead 

Students who have studied Classical Civilisation go on to all the top universities – 

Oxford, Cambridge, Exeter, Bristol, York, St. Andrews and so on.  What to study? 

Anything under the sun!  To name but a few, Classical Civilisation students have left 

to read degrees in Law, Philosophy, Theatre Studies, Medicine, PPE, English, 

Geography, as well as the obvious Classical Civilisation and Classics.  You will find, 

when you come to write your UCAS statements, that the subject knowledge you have 

learned, and the skills you have developed, will support any application in any 

subject.  Another reason to work hard across the year, then! 

 


