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Welcome back to English! 
 
 You will continue your journey this year, challenging yourself to achieve new 
heights in Year 13. Two teachers will share the teaching of this course in each 
group. The Edexcel A/Level syllabus (9ETO) for this course, consists of the 
following: 
 

 Component 1 Drama (Tragedy). 
You will study a Shakespeare text and a collection of critical essays, the 
latter enabling you to engage with different interpretations. 
 

 Component 3 Poetry (pre-1900). 
Metaphysical Poetry. You will engage with a selection of poems by a 
range of metaphysical poets. 
 

 Coursework. 
Your teachers will guide and support you in this component. You will 
produce one extended comparative essay referring to two texts. The 
advisory word count is 2500 – 3000 words. 
 
The work you engaged in during the summer term of 2016 would have 
given you a sound introduction to this process. 

 
 
You are advised to download a copy of the specification for yourself at 
http://www.edexcel.com. 
 
It is also worthwhile browsing through other documents on this site, to help 
you understand how the A level is assessed. 
 

 
 

http://www.edexcel.com/
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Assessment. 
 
Component 1 Drama. 2 hours 15 minutes. 30%. 

Written examination – open book – clean copies of the prescribed texts to be 
taken into the examination. Critical Anthologies must not be taken into the 
examination. 
 
Section A: Shakespeare (Tragedy). 
Either King Lear or Othello. 
One essay question from a choice of two on your studied text, incorporating 
ideas from wider critical reading. 
Assessment: AO1, AO2, AO3, AO5.  35/60 marks.  
Section B: Other Drama (Streetcar). 
One essay question from a choice of two. 
Assessment AO1, AO2, AO3.   25/60 marks.  
(Already studied in Year 12). 
 

Component 2 Prose. 1 hour. 20%. 

Tess of the D’Urbervilles and A Thousand Splendid Suns. 
Written examination – open book – clean copies of the prose texts can be 
taken into the examination. 
One comparative essay question from a choice of two on your studied theme. 
Assessment: AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4.  40 marks. 
(Already studied in Year 12). 
 

Component 3 Poetry. 2 hours 15 minutes. 30%. 

Written examination- open book – clean copies of the prescribed poetry texts 
to be taken into the examination. 
Section A: Post- 2000 Specified poetry. 
Poems of the Decade. 
One comparative essay question from a choice of two on an unseen modern 
poem written post – 2000 and one named poem from the studied 
contemporary text. 
Assessment: AO1, AO2, AO4.   30/60. 
(Already studied in Year 12). 
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Section B: specified pre-1900 poetry. 
Metaphysical Poetry, editor Colin Burrow (Penguin, 2006).  
ISBN 9780140424447. 
Assessment: AO1, AO2, AO3.  30/60 marks.  

 
Coursework. 20% 

You will produce one extended comparative assignment of 2500 – 3000 words, 
referring to two texts. 
Assessment: AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4, AO5.  60 marks. 
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Assessment objectives and weightings. (A/Level 
examination). 
 
There are five assessment objectives for English Literature. Please get to know 
them and ensure that you excel in all four areas.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 

 
Articulate informed, personal and creative responses to literary 
texts, using associated concepts and terminology, and coherent, 
accurate written expression. 

 
Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts. 

 AO1 
26.7% 

 
 

 AO2 
26.7
% 

 

AO3 
21.9
% 

 

 AO4 
14% 

 
Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the 
contexts in which literary texts are written and received. 

 
 Explore connections across literary texts. 

AO5 
11% 

  

Explore literary texts informed by different interpretations. 
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Breakdown of Assessment Objectives (A/Level 
examination). 
 
Paper/Component 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 AO5 
Total for all 

AOs. 

Paper 1: Drama 7.8% 7.8% 7.8% 0% 6.9% 30% 

Paper 2: Prose 5% 5% 5% 5% 0% 20% 

Paper 3: Poetry 9.9% 9.9% 5.1% 5.1% 0% 30% 

Coursework 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 20% 

Total for this 
qualification. 

26.6% 26.6% 21.9% 14% 10% 100% 

NB: some totals have been rounded either up or down. 
 
 

Sample questions. 

Paper 1: Drama Section A: Shakespeare. 

King Lear 

Explore Shakespeare’s use of power and powerlessness in King Lear. You must relate your 
discussion to relevant contextual factors and ideas from your critical reading. 

Othello 

Explore how Shakespeare presents disturbing aspects of human nature in Othello. You must 
relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors and ideas from your critical reading. 

 

 

Paper 3: Poetry Section B:  Specified Poetry Pre 1900. 

The Metaphysical Poets. 

Explore the ways in which the individual’s relationship with god is presented in Love 111 by 
George Herbert and one other poem. 

You must discuss relevant contextual factors. 
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Key dates 

Coursework. 

Monday 4th December 2017  Draft deadline. 

Wednesday 17th January 2018  Final essay (deadline). 

 

You are advised to download a copy of the specification for yourself at  
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce08/english/lit/Pages/default.aspx 
It is also worthwhile browsing through the examiners’ reports and other 

documents to help you understand how the A level is assessed. 

 

The Team teaching you is used to working at a fast pace achieving top results, 

so be prepared to work. 

 

About the English team  

 
Mr Jonathan Lewis          Head of English, responsible for KS4. 

 

Ms Sharmini Renganathan       Second in English, responsible for KS5. 

 

Ms Catherine Viggers          KS3 Co-ordinator, teacher of English. 

 

Miss Rebecca Cottle         Teacher of English. 

 

Miss Melody Lau                    Teacher of English. 

 

Mrs Martine MacCormack       Teacher of English and Classics. 

 

Mr Peter Deane           Head of Classics and teacher of English. 

 

 
 
 
Programme of work for Year 12 students returning after the summer examination in 2017 
(Tuesday 13th June to Thursday 20th July):  
 
This unit of work is designed to make a strong start to the Coursework unit. You will be 
encouraged to read widely and ambitiously, making illuminating connections and 
comparisons between texts. Each of your ‘partner’ teachers will focus on a ‘central’ text, 
studying selected extracts that will enable you to gain a sound overview of the text. This will 
lead to a task that will require you to produce a piece of analytical writing based on an 
extract from the text.  
 
Please see timetable below. 

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce08/english/lit/Pages/default.aspx
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Week beginning  

June 13th Introduction to coursework; work on ‘central’ text choices. 

June 19th Work on ‘central’ text choices. 

Extract for close analysis will be set this week.  

June 26th Continue work on ‘central’ text choices. 

July 3rd Deadline for analytical task. Continue work on ‘central’ 

text choices. You will be given a ‘Coursework proposal 

form’. 

July 10th Year 12 work experience week – no lessons 

July 17th Students submit proposal form. Feedback on analytical 

task.  Summer task will be set. 

 

 Summer tasks 

(i) Choose a ‘comparison’ text from the list. Write 1000 words, 

comparing the presentation of a theme of your choice in your ‘central’ 

text and your chosen comparison text. This essay will form the basis of 

an initial discussion with your assigned coursework tutor in September. 

(ii) Read or watch the DVD of the following plays: King Lear and Hamlet. 

(This is very useful preparation for the ‘Critical Anthology’ element 

included in the study of you examination text - Othello). 

 
 

 
 

What we expect from you 
 
Punctuality 

 English lessons are briskly paced and there is a full syllabus to cover. It is essential that 

you arrive at lessons on time. Lateness is disruptive to your own and others’ learning 

and to the teacher’s delivery of the lesson.  

 

Absence 

You should aim to attend all lessons; every English lesson is different and important. If, 

however, absence is unavoidable it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed, 

read the relevant material, write up any notes and undertake the missing homework. Do 

not expect your teacher to re-deliver the lesson to you personally, but after you have done 

the reading and written up the notes, speak to him/her if you are unsure about anything or 

have any questions. If you know in advance that you will be absent from a lesson, you should 

inform your teacher or obtain his/her permission as appropriate.  

 

Deadlines must be met. Due dates for homework tasks will be given out by your teacher. 
If there are circumstances which unavoidably prevent you meeting a deadline, you should 
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discuss this as early as possible with your teacher. Work that misses the deadline may not 

be marked.  

 

Learning environment 

One of the exciting aspects of studying English is the opportunity it affords for discussion 

and debate, often about important and emotive issues. You will learn far more if you engage 

with ideas and challenge others. Long after all the details of a particular day have been 

forgotten, you will remember your own questions and responses, so be ready to ask as well 

as answer. Remember - don’t ever be shy about asking questions; if you thought of it, so did 

someone else in the class.  

 

Creating a constructive learning environment depends on everyone -yes, that means you- 

doing the necessary reading and being prepared to use their thinking skills.  It also means 

you have to focus on the topic and not whisper or chat, even if you think you cannot be 

heard or seen. 

 
Creating a purposeful learning environment is a potential win-win situation; the more you 

do to enhance it, the better it will be both for you and the rest of the class. So: cogitate, 

interrogate, and participate! 

 

Study time and independent study. 

 You will be given set tasks. These may range from reading, research, practical criticism, 

writing an essay or presenting ideas to share with the rest of the class, sometimes 

collaborating with other students in preparing material. In addition to the set tasks you 

should also take responsibility for your own learning and study. Be prepared to go over 

notes made during lessons; re-read chapters or scenes of texts discussed in class; make your 

own additional notes or look up literary terms / words that you don’t understand. Make use 

of the reading lists you have been given to extend and enrich your knowledge whenever you 

have time or have completed your set tasks.  

 

Study aids. 

Be prepared to have access to a good dictionary (Concise Oxford English Dictionary, or 

Concise Chambers), thesaurus and glossary of literary terms. Some computer-based 

resources such as ‘dictionary.com’ or the Microsoft Office thesaurus are inadequate. Free 

use of the full online Oxford English Dictionary is available if you are a member of your local 

library (see www.oed.com/public/access ). Be alert to relevant media coverage of your 

subject: this includes theatre and literary reviews in newspapers; film, radio and TV 

broadcasts of performances or discussions about them. Look out for the BBC Radio 4 

programmes ‘Front Row’ and ‘Saturday Review’ and any theatrical performances you are 

able to attend.  

 

Reading: Reading is at the heart of English. You will be expected to do a considerable 

amount of reading, both for study and pleasure. We have an excellent library which you 

should make use of.  

 

 
 

 

http://www.oed.com/public/access
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Leadership and enrichment 

opportunities in English 

 
There are many opportunities for students to develop their leadership skills, enrich their 

learning and pursue their personal interest areas in this subject.  

 Students can hone their leadership skills by choosing to lead learning activities with 
students lower down the school in a whole class context – approach your teacher 

to set this up.  

 Students can opt to support individual learning in English on a one to one basis by 

offering their services to the head of year.  

 Students are often required to research topics to support their learning and then 
give presentations to a group or class. 

 Students should commit themselves to an enrichment reading programme based on 

the reading list provided at the beginning of the course – this way you will be able to 

discuss literature with much more breadth and authority. 

 Students can write essays or articles for presentation on Moodle . 

 Students can become part of the English Society where they can discuss issues, plan 

trips to the theatre or cinema or run competitions – listen for notices about 

meetings or check the English Society notice board. 

 Students can involve themselves in the school library as a librarian or as a member 
of groups organising competitions and reading groups – see the librarian, Mrs 

Cheyne, for further information. 

 Poet in residence workshops provide the opportunity to talk to a professional poet 

about the writing process and to produce your own poetry. The ‘Words and Music’ 

evening celebrating the work of Newstead poets not only enables students to 

experience public performance of their work but also to work as part of a team to 

plan and organise a public event. Speak to your English teachers or Mr. Lewis, if you 

wish to be involved. 

 Students can take part in a number of national writing competitions throughout the 
year – please check the English Notice Board and your teacher for further 

information. 

 The annual English/History Oxford Conference (three day residential) takes place in 

September. This offers a wonderful opportunity to experience university life, 
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including listening to academic lectures and engaging in tutorials. Speak to your 

English teachers or Ms. Renganathan, to find out more details. 

 

We expect all students to take a pro-active role in their learning and we would 

therefore encourage students to seek out their own opportunities to take leadership 

roles in the subject and to find ways of increasing the breadth and depth of their 

learning experience, in addition to the opportunities already in place. In this way we 

would like you to take the initiative and come to us with your ideas. What about 

producing a booklet of sixth form writing, for example, or writing a ‘Streetcar’ magazine 

with contributions from as many students as possible? What about setting up a book 

club or organising class trips to the Globe, the British Library and theatre? Indeed, the A 

level English course can be as dynamic and inspirational as you decide. 

Reading 
 

Reading for pleasure:  

Whilst your courses will be demanding, any student of English Literature should try to read 

as much as possible. (See the suggested lists of titles for wider reading). Keep a brief note of 

what you read. Revive the habit of recording the title and author, but enhance these with a 

comment on the narrative technique, style, structure, setting and so on to develop an active 
reading approach. Use the reading logs in this booklet for this.   

 

Reading for study:  

In addition to the set texts themselves, your course will require you to read some literary 

criticism and material related to context.  When reading these you should always: 

- take some notes (even brief ones) as an aide-memoire and note the page number. You 

might think that you will remember the content, but you won’t;  

-  keep a record of the author, title of text and date of publication. These details are 

needed for bibliographies;  

- keep word for word (verbatim) notes of any quotations you might wish to use later - 
these must be accurate and attributed to the author.  
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At the same time, avoid writing very copious notes which can impede your understanding of 

the writer’s argument and take up a great deal of time. If you own the book (or a 

photocopy of an extract) you can make pencil notes or headings in the margin, keeping 

separate, brief notes on the content and the argument for your file and later use. 

 

 As with books, any online material that you use should be recorded; take down accurate 

web addresses and note the date that you accessed them.  

 

Remember, passing off any material from the internet or a book as your own is plagiarism. 

If you use such material in your coursework without acknowledging the source, you work 

will be disqualified. 

 

The library: A wide range of books related to English Literature is available in the library. 

You will be given lists of suggested critical reading. There are also folders of critical material 

available in the library. Mrs Cheyne is always ready to help. 

 
 

 

 

 

Wider reading – some texts to explore 
 
Memorial 

Small Island 

Alice Oswald 

Andrea Levy 

Wise Children Angela Carter 

A Clockwork Orange Anthony Burgess 

The God of Small Things Arundhati Roy 

The Poisonwood Bible 

Less than Zero 

Barbara Kingsolver 

Brett Easton Ellis 

Our Mutual Friend Charles Dickens 

Half of a Yellow Sun 

Choke 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

Chuck Palahniuk 

The Presence 

Wuthering Heights 

Danny Abse 

Emily Bronte 

The Room Emma Donoghue 

The Sun Also Rises Ernest Hemingway 
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Collected Short Stories 

Decline and Fall 

The Good Soldier 

Ernest Hemingway 

Evelyn Waugh 

Ford Maddox Ford 

Pastoralia George Saunders 

Crash J G Ballard 

Something Happened Joseph Heller 

Behind the Scenes at the Museum 

Never Let me Go 

Kate Atkinson 

Kazuo Ishiguro 

Headlong  Michael Frayn 

Dead Souls 

The Museum of Innocence 

Nikolai Gogol 

Orham Pamuk 

Jeeves & Wooster P G Wodehouse 

A Scanner Darkly Philip K Dick 

Sabbath’s Theatre 

The Symposium 

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry 

Philip Roth 

Plato 

Rachel Joyce 

The Little Sister 

Easter Parade 

Raymond Chandler 

Richard Yates 

Fatherland Robert Harris 

A Fine Balance 

Seeing Stars 

Pigeon English 

Rohinton Mistry 

Simon Armitage 

Stephen Kelman 

  
Beloved 

In Cold Blood 

Toni Morrison 

Truman Capote 

To the Lighthouse Virginia Woolf 

Great Apes Will Self 

Restless 

The Sound and the Fury 

As I Lay Dying 

William Boyd 

William Faulkner 

William Faulkner 

Darkness Visible William Styron 
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Reading Log 

 

To do well in A Level English Literature, it is imperative that you continue to 

read extensively beyond the syllabus; it is particularly helpful for practical 

criticism work. Please use the boxes on these pages to record your reflections 

on the wider reading you have engaged in as part of the course. You could 

include: 

 

 what you enjoyed about the text; 

 what was interesting or original about it: characters, narrative, structure, 

plot, style etc; 

 what you found less successful; 

 which other texts it was similar or different to. 

 

 
 

 

 

or: 

Reflections: 

Title:       Author: 

Reflections: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title:       Author: 

Reflections: 
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Title:        Author: 

Reflections: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title:        Author: 

Reflections 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title:        Author: 

Reflections: 
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 Assessing your own work. 
 

Make sure you take time before you submit an essay or other piece of written work to your 

teacher, to do some self-assessment. This is an important step in the writing process which 

you must make sure you leave time for. The checklist below may help you make sure that 

your essays get the excellent marks they deserve. 

 

 Look through your previous essays and note the comments and marks. Have you 
put your previous targets into practice? 

 

 Read the question again and make sure you have answered it. What exactly were 

you asked to do? 

 

 How original is the thinking in your essay? You should include your personal 

response. 

 

 How relevant are the points you have made? Do they link clearly to the question? 

 

 How effective are the beginning and ending of your essay? Don’t be afraid to ‘jump 
straight in’ at the beginning. 

 

 Are your quotations short? Do they support the points you have made precisely 

and effectively? 

 

 Are your paragraphs in a logical order? Make sure they link to develop your 
argument (using linking words and phrases like ‘Similarly…’, ‘By contrast…’). Do 

not forget topic sentences. 

 

 Is everything in your essay focused and precise? Be ruthless in cutting out sentences 

or words which are repetitive, vague or unclear. 

 

 Is your essay too short or too long? Ask your teacher for advice on length, but 
most good English Literature essays are 2-3 typed sides of A4.  
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Developing your skills. 
 The best way to deepen your understanding in English is to talk to others. Try to 

develop the habit of talking to your fellow students about your work in English. Be 

honest about areas where you have trouble making sense of texts or where you find it 

hard to put your ideas into words. It is likely that others will have similar problems, so 

engage in discussion with your peers. 

 Year 13 students in particular are an excellent resource – they have completed the AS 

course successfully and you will be able to learn from their successes as well as their 

mistakes. We will try to find opportunities for Year 13 students to support Year 12s, 

but try to seek help independently from the Year 13 students. 

 Your teachers are busy people but will be happy to make time to talk to you about 
specific issues. Make sure that you have done all you can to solve the issue yourself and 

that you have specific, detailed questions to ask rather than a general ‘I don’t 

understand!’ 

 Remember that it takes time to develop as a reader and critic. Maintaining regular habits 

of reading, discussing what you have read and then going back to texts to apply and test 

out the fruits of your discussion are the key to developing your skills. 
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A Level 

Year 13 Coursework (Year 12 summer programme -2017). 

 

Welcome back everyone! 

In the next few weeks, your teachers will set up the coursework component of your A Level 

course. Each teacher (two in a group) will introduce a central text to you and suggest some 

comparison texts. You will engage in close analysis of chosen extracts. This will enable you 

to gain a sound overview of the text. Please see below a detailed programme and list of texts. 

 I hope you enjoy what we have prepared for you. 

Ms Renganathan. 

Programme of work for Year 12 students returning after the summer examination in 2017 
(Tuesday 13th June to Thursday 20th July):  
This unit of work is designed to make a strong start to the Coursework unit. You will be 
encouraged to read widely and ambitiously, making illuminating connections and 
comparisons between texts. Each of your ‘partner’ teachers will focus on a ‘central’ text, 
studying selected extracts that will enable you to gain a sound overview of the text.  
Please see timetable below. 

Week beginning  

June 13th Introduction to coursework; work on ‘central’ text choices. 

June 19th Work on ‘central’ text choices. 

Extract for close analysis will be set this week.  

June 26th Continue work on ‘central’ text choices. 

July 3rd Deadline for analytical task. Continue work on ‘central’ 

text choices. You will be given a ‘Coursework proposal 

form’. 

July 10th Year 12 work experience week – no lessons 

July 17th Students submit proposal form. Feedback on analytical 

task.  Summer task will be set. 

 

 Summer tasks 

(iii) Choose a ‘comparison’ text from the list below. Write 1000 words, 

comparing the presentation of a theme of your choice in your ‘central’ 

text and your chosen comparison text. This essay will form the basis of 

an initial discussion with your assigned coursework tutor in September. 

(iv) Read or watch the DVD of the following plays: King Lear and Hamlet. 

(This is very useful preparation for the ‘Critical Anthology’ element 

included in the study of you examination text - Othello). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of ‘central’ and comparison texts. 
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MLA 

Central text: The Handmaid's Tale -   Margaret Atwood 
  
Comparison texts: 
 

1. Frankenstein       Mary Shelley 
2. Brave New World      Aldous Huxley 
3. Jane Eyre      Charlotte Bronte 
4. 1984        George Orwell 

RCO 

Central text: The Turn of the Screw Henry James  
 
Comparison texts:   

1.  Wide Sargasso Sea     Jean Rhys  
2. Jane Eyre     Charlotte Bronte 
3. The Picture of Dorian Gray    Oscar Wilde's  
4. Dracula     Bram Stoker 

SR 

Central text: Wide Sargasso Sea   Jean Rhys 

Comparison texts: 

1. Jane Eyre    Charlotte Bronte 

2. Hamlet     Shakespeare 

3. King Lear    Shakespeare 

4. The Turn of the Screw   Henry James       

PD 

Central text: Frankenstein    Mary Shelley 

Comparison texts: 

Wuthering Heights    Emily Bronte 

Dracula      ram Stoker 

Northanger Abbey    Jane Austen 

Never Let Me Go    Kazuo Ishiguro 

 

CV 

Comparison text Great Gatsby    Scott Fitzgerald 

 

Comparison texts: 

A Farewell To Arms    Ernest Hemingway 

A Picture of Dorian Grey   Oscar Wilde 

Mansfield Park     Jane Austen 

Captain Corelli’s Mandolin   Louis de Bernières 

Restoration     Rose Tremain 
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JAL 

Waiting for Godot    Samuel Beckett 

Blasted     Sarah Kane 

The Caretaker     Harold Pinter 

Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolf   Edward Albee 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead  Tom Stoppard 
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English Coursework guide  

 
This unit constitutes 20% of the A Level marks and is your opportunity to 
demonstrate your ability to apply your skills of criticism and comparison 
independently. 
You will be producing a piece of coursework of 2500-3000 words, including 
quotations but not including footnotes and bibliography.  
The coursework essay should be on two linked texts of any form and genre. 
The essay is assessed on all five assessment objectives, which are equally 
weighted. You will need to choose a clear question which precisely focuses your 
area of study. In order to meet the requirements of the assessment objectives, you 
should choose a question which: 

 gives scope for making wide ranging connections and comparisons 
between texts 

 allows you to examine the texts in detail, exploring structure, form and 
language 

 allows you to consider the interpretations of other readers  

 allows you to consider contextual factors, including how culture and 
contexts may affect interpretation and reinterpretation 

 
Choosing your texts 
You should choose texts which are of high quality and have literary merit. These are 
slippery terms which are hard to define, but typically these texts will meet one of the 
following criteria: 
* any text originally published before 1920 and still in print today. 
* any text published as a 'Classic' i.e. Penguin Classics, Penguin Twentieth Century 
Classics, Vintage Classics, Virago Classics, Picador Classics etc. 
* any text which has been shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, the Whitbread/Costa 
Prize or the Orange Prize/Baileys Prize in the UK or the Pulitzer Prize in the US 
Don't choose texts which are GCSE set texts (Romeo & Juliet / Of Mice and Men / 
An Inspector Calls / The Woman in Black / Pride and Prejudice / Wuthering Heights 
etc. etc.) or which you are studying for the other A Level components. 
Don't choose 'genre' texts (fantasy, sci fi, romance, thriller, crime) or texts which are 
part of a series (e.g. Game of Thrones, sorry!).  
Don't choose 'young adult' books (The Fault in our Stars / Perks of Being a 
Wallflower / Noughts and Crosses). 
Don’t choose texts that have been translated. 

Do enjoy the coursework! This is a wonderful opportunity for you to engage in an 

independent piece of work that will enable you to showcase your skills. 
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The future and beyond…! 

 
 Develop your unseen poetry and prose reading skills in thorough detail. 

 Work on a substantial piece of coursework. This is a highly independent piece of work 

where you will be able to choose texts you are interested in, rather than having them 

chosen for you by English teachers. 

 Study plays, novels and poetry that represent a real challenge and are intended to 
prepare you for undergraduate study. 

 Consider literary theory and different ways of reading. 

 

Have you considered studying English at university? English graduates go on to excel in all 

kinds of careers, from law to business to the civil service. An English degree shows 

employers that you are analytical, diligent and self-managing, that you are an excellent 

communicator, and that you are creative in your thinking. Let your English teacher know 

that you are interested. We hope that your time in Year 13 will continue to support a 

lifelong academic interest in English Literature. 

 
 

 

Please keep this booklet throughout the entire course and use it!  


