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Welcome to Geography in Year 13 

 
Who’s who? 

 

Mr Burn – Head of Geography. 
 

Mr Burn teaches 1 hour a week on the Paper 1 topic ‘The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity’. 

He will also supervise the Independent Investigation. 

Email: rburn@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk 

 

Miss Garswood 
 

Miss Garswood teaches 2 hours a week covering Superpowers for Paper 2 and ‘The Carbon 

Cycle and Energy Security’ for Paper 1. 

Email: rgarswood@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk 

 

Miss Rawe 
Miss Rawe teaches 1 hour a week; on the Paper 2 topic ‘Global Development and 

Connections- Migration, Identity and Sovereignty. 

Email: lrawe@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk 

 

The Geography Staffroom is located across the hall from rooms G32 and G33 and is the best 

place to find Geography staff. 

 

 

Geography in Year 13 
 

 
The aims of the Edexcel specification in Geography are to: 

 

 Encourage you to develop and apply geographical concepts and processes to 

understand and interpret our changing world. 

 Developing an awareness of the complexity of interactions within and between 

societies, economies, cultures and environments at all scales from local to global. 

 To develop as a global citizen and recognise the challenges of sustainability with the 

implications for everyone’s lives. 

 To be a critical and reflective learner with an awareness of different attitudes and 

values. 

 To become adept in the application of key skills both in and outside the classroom. 

 

Ultimately to be inspired by the world around you, gain enjoyment and satisfaction from your 

geographical studies and understand its relevance in the world. 

 

 



 

 

What do successful learners in this subject do?  

 
The following are key words that make a successful learner are: 

 

 

 Organised 

Make a note of any concepts/ideas you don’t understand so you can ask for 

targeted support. 

Keep a good set of notes using any ‘outline notes’ as a starting point and 

adding to them. 

 Use a diary or planner to make a note of important dates  

 Dedicated – Being a dedicated learner doesn’t stop when the lesson stops, so be 

proactive. 

 Risk taking – If you carry doing what you know and play safe you won’t challenge 

yourself to improve. 

 Widen your horizons 

Read around the subject – books, newspapers, journals. 

Watch documentaries and the news 

Attend extra-curricular lectures – RGS, LSE, Cambridge etc 

Visit places – just because you are curious! 

Take on a geographical leadership role. 

 Ask questions in class and participate in the lesson. We like students to ask questions! 

 

 

Some quotes from ex-Yr13 students. 

 

“You write more for A Level answers as they are worth more marks. You need 

to know the detail as there is nowhere to hide!”  

 

“Watch out for the Synoptic section, learn to think about how your work 

connects between the units” 

 

“Case study information is really important if you want to get good marks.” 

 

“The questions are harder than AS or GCSE, you can’t blag it- really learn your 

stuff!” 

 

“The question command words are different; you really have to think about how 

to answer the question to get good marks.” 

 

 

 

 



Overview of the year 

 
Date Modules, fieldwork … 

Last Half Term of Yr 12 Setting up the Independent 

Geographical Investigation. 

 

 

Half Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Term 3 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Term 4 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Term 5 

 

 

 

Study Leave Begins 

 

 

Half Term 6 

 

 

A level Exams (Early June) 

 

August 

 

 

Results 
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Specification Summary 

 
Edexcel A Level Geography (9GEO) 

 
https://goo.gl/E5okyf  
 

 

Unit & 

Code 
Summary Time AS % 

Paper 1 

(9GEO/01) 

Topic 1: Tectonic Processes & 

Hazards 

Topic 2: Landscape Systems, 

Processes & Change- Coasts 

Topic 5: The Water Cycle & Water 

Insecurity 

Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle & Energy 

Security 

 

Assessed in three sections: 

 

Section A: Tectonic Processes & 

Hazards 

Section B: Landscape Systems- 

Choose Coasts Question 

Section C: The Water Cycle & Water 

Insecurity and The Carbon Cycle & 

Energy Security. 

2hr 15min 30% 

Paper 2 

(9GEO/02) 

Topic 3 : Globalisation 

Topic 4: Shaping Places- Regenerating 

Places 

Topic 7: Superpowers 

Topic 8: Global Development & 

Connections-Migration, Identity and 

Sovereignty 

 

1hr 30min 20% 

 

Assessment Criteria 
 

There is an overview of the assessment criteria, on the Geography Moodle. 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/E5okyf


Expectations in Geography 
 

In order to provide you with the most effective support, the Geography 

department have the following expectations. 

 

Punctuality 

 

We expect you to be punctual to all your lessons. If you are late you will be 

asked to give a reason. If you are late more than three times across all 

Geography lessons over a term the Head of Geography will speak to you to 

discuss the situation and follow this up with e-monitoring.  

Continuation of the issue would result in the Head of Department contacting 

your parents/guardians to discuss the issue. 

 

Absence 

 

- Planned Absence 

It is your responsibility to inform your Geography teacher of any planned 

absence as far in advance as possible so that they can minimise the impact on 

your learning.  

 

- Unexpected Absence  

It is your responsibility to inform your Geography teacher of the reasons for 

your absence as soon as possible and discuss how you might best catch up 

the missed work to minimise the impact on your learning. 

 

The Head of Geography will discuss with you if absence is unexplained, too 

frequent or inappropriate and follow this up through e-monitoring. 

Communication with parents/guardians will follow if the issue continues. 

 

Work Deadlines 

 

We expect you to be punctual in handing in all work set. 

 

If you know in advance that you would be unable to meet a deadline you 

must discuss the matter with the Geography teacher as soon as possible. If 

work is late you will be asked to give a reason and arrange a new deadline 

that you can adhere to. 

 

If work is late or deadlines extended on more than three occasions over a 

term the Head of Geography will speak to you to discuss the situation and 

follow this up with head of sixth.  



Continuation of the issue would result in the Head of Department contacting 

your parents/guardians to discuss the issue. 

 

 

Learning Environment  

 

Classroom 

It is your responsibility to ensure that you enter a Geography lesson ready to 

work for the entire session. Your teacher will expect you to be focused on 

the task and contribute to the lesson both in writing and verbally.  

 

Mobile Phone, Ipods etc 

 

Please ensure that mobile phones, ipods etc are on silent or switched off and 

put away so as not to distract you or others from the lesson. Inappropriate 

use of a mobile phones in lesson will result in its confiscation by your 

Geography teacher for return at the end of the day. Repeat occurrence will 

result in the Head of Department discussing the issue with you and following 

up with e-monitoring. Continuation of the issue would result in the Head of 

Department contacting your parents/guardians to discuss the issue. 

 

Study periods and independent study 

 

You will be set ‘homework’ in most lessons, in most cases students will be 

given a few days to do this and you should use your independent study time 

to complete this. You should also use your independent study time to work 

on your Geographical Investigation as well as consolidating class notes, 

make revision notes, and engage in wider reading material. This is very 

important at A Level! 

 

Fieldwork 

It is your responsibility to ensure that all paperwork and payments for 

fieldtrips are handed in by the set deadlines. This material is needed to plan 

and deliver a safe and worthwhile experience. If deadlines are not met you 

may be unable to take part in the activity. 

 

While on fieldwork you should listen carefully to all instructions given by 

your teachers or field centre staff to ensure an enjoyable and safe experience. 

 

Fieldwork Dress Code 

A dress code for fieldwork is important as it relates to your safety and your 

interaction with the public. You should adhere to the Sixth Form dress code 

with the following exceptions or as directed by your teacher prior to a trip. 



 

Jumper or Cardigans Sweatshirts are also acceptable, as are hoods 

Trousers Jeans are acceptable (Skirts/dresses are not!) 

Tops T shirts are acceptable but not low cut, straps, 

bare midriffs, see-through fabric. 

Shoes These should be suitable for walking reasonable 

distances on slippery/uneven surfaces and 

preferably water resistant e.g. walking boots and 

trainers (not canvas). 

Outdoor Clothing This is essential and should be both warm and 

waterproof. Scarves and gloves may be needed. 

 

 

 

The role of Learning Conversations 

 

How the Geography department will challenge and support you in maintaining 

high standards … 

 

Your teacher will… 

 Create and deliver high quality, challenging lessons. 

 Discuss your progress in lessons through verbal and written feedback. 

 Support you in answering questions raised in and out of lessons 

 

The Head of Geography will… 

 Monitor your progress against personalised target grades, attendance, 

punctuality and organisation. 

 Discuss your progress with you to ensure that you stay on track. 

 

If there are still concerns the issue will be referred to the Sixth Form team for 

further support and guidance. 

 

 

What to do when stuck… 
 

‘We all make mistakes, but only the wise learn from their 

mistakes’ 
Winston Churchill 

 
If you are unsure about anything there are a number of ways to seek help: 

 



1. Ask someone reliable in your Geography group. 

2. Come and see the teacher during the school day 

3. If you are out of school you can always e-mail your teacher.  

 

Please consider that: 

 For longer teacher discussions please make an appointment in 

advance. 

 Many materials for the course are on Moodle.  

 

The key is not to ignore the issue! 
 

 

Leadership and Enrichment opportunities 

 
Your Geography teachers will identify enrichment opportunities as they arise 

both in the classroom and through Moodle. These include: 

 

 Wider reading/viewing (books, journals TV and films). See Moodle 

 Running the Geography Society. 

 Assisting the running of lower school activities. 

 Offering mentoring to GCSE and AS students. 

 Royal Geographical Society/LSE lectures. 

 Work Shadowing Links. 

 Young Membership of the Royal Geographical Society. 

 CAS Opportunities 

 

Resources and Equipment 

 
The Geography department will provide a range of materials over the A level 

course including access to textbooks. However, if you would like to purchase a 

textbook to support your learning, so that you can annotate it, we recommend. 

 

Edexcel A Level Geography by Pearson ISBN 978-1-292-

13965-4 
 

Links to this and other textbooks/ revision guides are provided on Moodle. 

 

Links 
Subject specific resources, journals, websites, are all given in Moodle 
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Progression 
 

 

Students who have studied Geography in recent years have gone on to… 

 

 Read Geography in a wide range of universities including Cambridge.  

 Read related Geographical courses in a range of areas including: Town 

Planning, Land Economy and Environmental courses. 

 Take a gap year to travel and volunteer for NGOs in various parts of the 

world 

 


