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“Anyone who says he is not interested in politics is like a 
drowning man who says he’s not interested in water.” 

Mahatma Ghandi  
 
 
 

Name: __________________________ 
 



Welcome to Politics at A2 
 

Who’s who? 
 

 
Miss Young – Head of Government & Politics and History Teacher 
Miss Young teaches Socialism and Liberalism (Unit 3), Feminism and Nationalism 
(Unit 4).  She can usually be found in her office opposite Rm. 36 in the main building. 
jyoung@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk 
 
 

 
Mr Bournat – Politics and RS teacher 
Mr Bournat teaches Conservatism and Anarchism (Unit 3), Ecologism and 
Multiculturalism (Unit 4).  He can usually be found in his office in the Sixth Form 
Study Centre. 
mbournat@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk 
 
 

mailto:jyoung@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk
mailto:cpotter@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk


Advanced learning in this subject 
 
Success in Politics at A2 requires a desire to explore the ideas that underpin political 
beliefs. You are expected to be able to engage with the conceptual material covered 
in class and apply this to the ever changing political world. Politics students are 
active, passionate about their beliefs and willing to explore the systems necessary to 
bring about change. 
 

 
How is A2 different from AS? 

 

At A2 level there is an overriding expectation that students will be reading around 
the subject as well as exploring the topics covered in lessons. It is not enough to rely 
on materials provided in class and the textbook. The nature of the theoretical 
materials being covered means that the more you read, the more you will 
understand and the better your grade will be. 
 
 

 
In what different ways will you be expected to work? 

 

You will be expected to take notes and take an active role in class discussions. You 
will have the opportunity to work individually and in small groups, as well as 
engaging in class discussions. You will be expected to prepare work in advance of 
lessons and you have the opportunity to teach your peers on selected topics. You 
will also be expected to regularly complete assessed essays, both in class and for 
homework. You are expected to spend 10 hours each work working independently 
to support your Politics classroom learning and as such you should spend at least 4 
of these hours each week in private study reading theoretical material. 
 
 



What do successful learners in this subject do?  
 

Successful Politics students arrive on time to lessons and complete all homework. 
They also attend all support sessions as directed. They seek to improve already good 
work through speaking to staff outside of lessons and arranging to develop work 
during individual and group support sessions.  
 
Successful students attend political debates and revision conferences and seek out 
further reading connected to material covered in class.  
 
The most successful Politics students truly become part of the subject, becoming 
immersed in the political world around them, some going so far as to participate in 
direct action and lobbying politicians. They engage with current affairs and apply 
their studies to effect positive change. 
 
 
  
 

Comments from past students: 
 

 

“Politics is a great way of learning stuff in depth that you might not necessarily get a 
chance to do in life, and you’ll definitely need it later on” 
 
“Politics is great because it offers the largest scope for group discussion and for 
expression of opinion, in addition to relating philosophical thought to practical 
developments in the wider world.” 
 
“The best way to succeed in politics is to remain enthusiastic and to not be afraid of 
offering an opinion; it's better to be controversial than not have a say at all.” 
 
“Keep an eye out for interesting news stories that relate to the ideologies in question 
which can be brought up in class discussions.”  
 
“Take a look in the politics section of the library to read up on texts from 
philosophers.” 
 
“Start revising early, learn the exam techniques” 
 
“Fill in all the sheets you’re given” 
 
“Don’t just leave the extra reading until the end” 
 
“The extra support sessions are so useful, go to them!” 
 
 
  
 



Overview of the year 
 

Approximate date Topics to be covered; exams 

 
 
End of summer term 
2017 
 
 

 
Introduction to A2 course: What is ideology? (Miss Young) 

How do we engage with ideology? (Mr Bournat) 
 

Unit 3: Liberalism (Miss Young) and Conservatism (Mr Bournat) 
 

 
Autumn term 2017 - 
First half 
 

 
Unit 3: Liberalism cont. (Miss Young) and Conservatism cont. (Mr 

Bournat) 
 

 
Autumn term 2017 -  
Second half 
 

 
Unit 3: Socialism (Miss Young) and Anarchism (Mr Bournat) 

 
Y13 Mocks: Unit 3 only 

 

 
Spring term 2018 - 
First half 
 

 
Unit 4: Feminism (Miss Young) and Multiculturalism (Mr Bournat) 

 
Trip to NY and Washington DC (Half-term) 

 

 
Spring term 2018 - 
Second half 
 

 
Unit 4: Nationalism (Miss Young) and Ecologism (Mr Bournat) 

 
 

 
 
 
Summer term 2018 - 
First half 
 
 

 
Complete any outstanding work from Unit 4 

 
Revision 

 
A2 Exams 

 

 
August 2018 
 

 
A2 Results  

 
 

A2 exams usually take place in early June – dates will be 
confirmed by the Exams’ Office nearer the time 

 



Specification Summary 
 
A2 Government and Politics 

 

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce08/gov/Pages/default.aspx 
 

A2 Unit 3B: Introduction to Political Ideologies 6GP03 (25% of A level 
mark) 
 

 Liberalism 

 Conservatism 

 Socialism 

 Anarchism 
 
 

A2 Unit 4B: Other Ideological Traditions 6GP04 (25% of A level mark) 
 

 Feminism 

 Nationalism 

 Multiculturalism 

 Ecologism 
 

 
Both papers take the same structure: 
 
Written paper = 1 hour 30 minutes 

 

 Answer 3 short answer questions from a choice of 5 
o Each is out of 15 marks and examines Knowledge and Understanding 

(AO1), Analysis (AO2) and clear written communication skills (AO3) 
 

 Answer 1 extended essay question from a choice of 3 
o The extended essay is out of 45 and examines Knowledge and 

Understanding (AO1), Analysis, Evaluation and Synpoticity (AO2) and 
clear written communication skills (AO3) 

 Whichever ideology does not feature as an extended essay 
question will have two short answer questions allocated to it. 
 

 
In both papers, there will be questions on all four ideologies.  
 
There may be some questions that ask specifically about more than one ideology.

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce08/gov/Pages/default.aspx


Specification Breakdown 
 

Unit 3B: Introducing Political Ideologies 
 

Liberalism: Miss Young 
 

Key Concepts Content Explanation Areas for Debate (focus of essay 
questions) 

 Individualism 

 Freedom 

 Justice 

 Rationalism 

 Equality 

 Liberal democracy 

 Constitutionalism 

 Consent 

 Tolerance 

 Economic/Social 

A knowledge of core ideas, 
doctrines and theories of 
liberal ideology, particularly as 
they affect liberal views on 
human nature, the state, 
society and the economy.  

 

Classical vs Modern 

 Nature and Extent of disagreement 

 Issue Focus 

 Disagreement over relationship 

Nature of Modern 

 Issue Focus 

 Tensions within 

An ability to discuss differing 
views and tensions within 
liberal ideology, notably 
between classical liberalism 
and modern liberalism.  

 

Democracy 

 Acceptance with reservations 

 Doesn’t overlap Classical/Modern 

 
 

Conservatism: Mr Bournat 
 

Key Concepts Content Explanation Areas for Debate (focus of essay 
questions) 

 

 Tradition 

 Organic Society 

 Hierarchy 

 Authority 

 Property 

 Paternity 

 Libertarianism 

 Authoritarianism 

 Neoliberalism 

 Neoconservatism 

 Pragmatism 

A knowledge of core ideas, 
doctrines and theories of 
conservative ideology, 
particularly as they affect 
conservative views on human 
nature, the state, society and 
the economy.  

 

Traditional vs (Liberal) New Right 

 Potentially focussed on 
imperfection or principle 

 Can include whether Conservatism 
is an ideology. 

Coherence of New Right 

 Tensions well understood, must 
also focus on similarities 

A knowledge of differing 
views and tensions within 
conservative ideology, 
particularly related to 
divisions between traditional 
conservatism and the ‘New 
Right’.  

Critiques of Conservatism 

 To date related to notion of ‘ruling 
class’ ideology 



Socialism: Miss Young 
 

Key Concepts Content Explanation Areas for Debate (focus of essay 
questions) 

 

 co-operation 

 fraternity 

 collectivism 

 social equality 

 communism 

 social democracy 

 social justice 

 third way 

 Common 
Ownership 

 Gradualism 

 Revolutionary 
Socialism 

 Evolutionary 
Socialism 

 Class Politics 

A knowledge of core ideas, 
doctrines and theories, 
particularly as they affect 
socialist views on human 
nature, the state, society and 
the economy. 

 

Fundamentalism vs Revisionism 

 Focussed on ends 

 Marxists vs Social Democrats 

 Could focus on Capitalism, Equality 
etc. 

An awareness of differences 
within socialism, in particular 
differences between 
revolutionary and 
evolutionary socialism and 
between fundamentalist and 
revisionist socialism. 
(Questions will not be set on 
the features of 20th-century 
communism alone.)  

 
(Leninism and Stalinism will 
not be directly asked about) 

 

Revolution vs Reform 

 Focussed on means 

 
Anarchism: Mr Bournat 
 

Key Concepts Content Explanation Areas for Debate (focus of essay 
questions) 

 

 autonomy 

 utopianism 

 mutualism 

 egoism 

 anarcho-
communism 

 anarcho-capitalism 

A knowledge of the core 
ideas, doctrines and theories 
of anarchist political thought. 

 

Individualism vs Collectivism 

 Draw in other ideologies 

 Can explicitly ask about a specific 
other ideology, must be referred to 
throughout An awareness of the breadth 

of anarchism, particularly of 
differences between 
collectivist anarchism and 
individualist anarchism, and of 
anarchism’s relationship to 
socialism and liberalism.  



 anarcho-

syndicalism 

A knowledge of the difficulties 
anarchists have faced in 
translating their goals into 
successful political practice.  

 

Critiques of Anarchism 

 Viability/Utopianism 

 Best done by pulling in other 
Ideologies 



Specification Breakdown 
 

Unit 4: Other Ideological Traditions 
 
Feminism: Miss Young 
 

Key Concepts Content Explanation Areas for Debate (focus of essay 
questions) 

 

 sex/gender 

 gender equality 

 patriarchy 

 public/private 

divide 

 essentialism 

 Difference 

Feminism 

 Equality Feminism 

 Standpoint 

Feminism 

A knowledge of the core 
ideas, doctrines and theories 
of feminist thought, of 
tensions within feminism and 
of competing feminist 
traditions, notably an 
understanding of the 
distinctive features of liberal 
feminism, socialist/Marxist 
feminism and radical 
feminism, and also taking into 
account more recent 
developments.  

 

General Tensions 

 Tensions between 
Liberal/Radical/Social expected as 
standard 

 Best candidates see tension 
between equality and difference as 
well 

Equality vs Difference 

 Argued within Radical Feminism 

 (This is a weak area nationally, so 
likely to be examined) 

Liberal vs Radical 

 Specifically radical as critique of 
liberal 

 
 
Nationalism: Miss Young 
 

Key Concepts Content Explanation Areas for Debate (focus of essay 
questions) 

 

 Nation 

 Nation-State 

 Racialism 

 Patriotism 

 National Self-

Determination 

A knowledge of the core 
ideas, doctrines and theories 
of nationalism and of the 
variety of nationalist 
traditions and their different 
political manifestations. 

 

Progressive vs Regressive 

 Liberal & Anti-Colonial vs 
Conservative & 
Chauvanist/Expansionist 
 

An understanding of different 
types of nationalism and the 
extent to which nationalism 
relates to other ideological 
traditions. 

Implications for International Peace 

 Liberal vs Expansionist 

 Conservative and Anti-Colonial less 
relevant 

 



Multiculturalism: Mr Bournat 
 
 

Key Concepts Content Explanation Areas for Debate (focus of essay 
questions) 

 

 communitarianism 

 post-colonialism 

 identity politics  

 minority rights 

 toleration 

 diversity 

 pluralism 

 cosmopolitanism 

A knowledge of the core 
ideas, doctrines and theories 
of multiculturalist political 
thinking, and an 
understanding of the range of 
multiculturalist views and 
their relationship to political 
stances such liberalism, 
pluralism and 
cosmopolitanism.  

Liberal vs Pluralist 

 Helps to understand liberalism vs 
multiculturalism 

 Univeralism vs Identity 

A critical understanding 
should also be demonstrated 
of the effectiveness of 
multiculturalism in ensuring 
political stability and 
inclusion, including critiques 
of multiculturalism.  

 

General Coherence 

 Legitimate Extent of Diversity 

 Tolerance vs Neutrality vs Ethical 
Pluralism 

 Purpose of Diversity 

 Cosmopolitan – beneficial to mix 
for development 

 Pluralist – diversity should be 
segregated to ensure integrity of 
plurality 

 
Ecologism: Mr Bournat 
 

Key Concepts Content Explanation Areas for Debate (focus of essay 
questions) 

 

 ecology 

 ‘hard/soft’ 
ecology 

 deep/shallow 
ecology 

 environmentalism 

 holism 

 sustainability 

A knowledge of the core 
ideas, doctrines and theories 
of ecological and 
environmentalist political 
thinking. 

 

General Coherence 

 Environmentalism vs Social 
Ecology/Anarcho 
Ecologism/Ecofeminism vs Deep 
Ecology 

 Should be seen as a sliding scale 

 Anthopocentric vs Ecocentric  

 Feminist fits into Ecocentric 

An understanding of the 
range of ecological traditions 
and differences between 
them, focusing in particular 

Shallow vs Deep 

 Enviromentalism/Social 
Ecology/Anarcho Ecologism vs 
Ecofeminism/Deep Ecology 



 industrialism 

 social ecology 

 anthropocentrism 

on conservative/authoritarian 
ecologism, eco-socialism, eco-
anarchism and eco-feminism.  

 

Reformist vs Radical 

 Focussing on social change 

 Enviromentalism vs Social 
Ecology/Anarcho 
Ecologism/Ecofeminis,/Deep 
Ecology 



Assessment Criteria: Short Questions (15 marks) 
 

11-
15 

Good to excellent knowledge and clear understanding of relevant 
institutions, processes, political concepts, theories or debates. 
 
Good to excellent ability to analyse and explain political information, 
arguments and explanations.  
 
Good to excellent ability to construct and communicate coherent 
arguments, making good use of appropriate vocabulary. 

6-10 Limited to sound knowledge and awareness of relevant institutions, 
processes, political concepts, theories or debates. 
 
Limited to sound ability to analyse and explain political information, 
arguments and explanations. 
 
Limited to sound ability to construct and communicate coherent 
arguments, making some use of appropriate vocabulary. 

0-5 Very poor to weak knowledge and awareness of relevant institutions, 
processes, political concepts, theories or debates. 
 
Very poor to weak ability to analyse and explain political information, 
arguments and explanations. 
 
Very poor to weak ability to construct and communicate coherent 
arguments, making little use of appropriate vocabulary. 

 



Assessment Criteria: Extended Essay Question (45 
marks) 

 

AO1 
(12) 
K&U 

12-9 Comprehensive Knowledge. Analysis of all terms in question 

8-5 Sound knowledge, though lacking full coverage 

4-1 Limited Knowledge 

AO2 
(12) 
A&E 

12-9 Sophisticated Analysis. Confident application of concepts and theories. 

8-5 Sound analysis, addressing the question. Relevant concepts and theories. 

4-1 Limited analysis, simple awareness of issues. 

AO2 
(12) 
Syn 

12-9 Full recognition of different viewpoints and their influence. 

8-5 Identification of different viewpoints and awareness of their influence. 

4-1 Limited identification of different viewpoints and simple awareness of their 
influence. 

AO3 (9) 
C&C 

9-7 Leads to conclusion. Clear throughout. Good use of vocab. 

6-4 Clear link with conclusion. Some passages lack clarity. Good use of vocab. 

3-1 Conclusion tacked on if there. Passages lack clarity. 

 
Synopticity in this question measures your ability to appreciate and analyse 
competing viewpoints. These may be from different ideologies (i.e. a Socialist 
critique of the Liberal view of equality) or from within the same ideology (i.e. an 
Anarcho-Capitalist critique of the Anarcho-Communist attitude towards private 
property). 

 
 

Past papers and mark schemes for both modules are available on the Edexcel 
website. 



Expectations in Government & Politics  
 
Punctuality 

- If you arrive after the lesson has begun on more than 1 occasion, you will be 
turned away.  

- You will be directed to attend a support session to complete missed work. 
Planned Absence 

- This must be arranged with the teacher whose lesson you will be missing at 
least 24hrs in advance.  Days’ Out Forms are available from Mrs Faulkner in 
Sixth Form Reception.  

- You may be given work to catch up or directed to attend a support session to 
complete the work you have missed. 

Unexplained Absence 
- Any unexplained or unplanned absence will be reported to the Head of 

Department and Head of Sixth Form.  
- You may be directed to attend a support session to complete missed work. 

Deadlines 
- You are expected to complete all work to deadline. 
- Under exceptional circumstances an extension may be agreed by the teacher 

in question in advance of your lesson.  
 Each request will be assessed individually and there is no guarantee 

an extension will be granted.  

Learning Environment 
- All students are expected to take an active interest in the subject. As such, 

discussion is encouraged but students are expected to be polite and 
respectful toward other individuals and teachers in the classroom.  

- If students are unable meet the expectations about politeness and respect, 
they will be asked to leave and referred to the Head of Department and Head 
of Sixth Form. 

Study periods and independent study 
- Most weeks you will be set reading and/or assessed work to complete 

between lessons.  
- If no explicit work is set you are expected to complete independent reading 

‘around the subject’.  
- You should expect to spend around 10 hours a week completing Politics work 

outside of lessons. 

 
The Politics Department is committed to supporting you to achieve your very best 
and will challenge and support you in maintaining the highest standards by regularly 
marking work and assessing, with you, where further support might be required. 
 
The Head of Department will offer ‘drop-in support sessions’ every week which all 
students are free to attend.  If students are identified as requiring extra support they 
will be directed to attend these sessions. 
 



Further concerns will be tackled in conjunction with parents and the Head of Sixth 
Form. 



What to do when you don’t know what to do… 
 
‘We all make mistakes, but only the wise learn from their mistakes’ - Winston 
Churchill 

 
Class teacher: 
Your teachers are here to support you in your learning, however, if you feel you 
need additional help, the onus is on you to seek it out.  As both Miss Young and Mr 
Bournat teach a full timetable it is best to contact us via email in the first instance 
and we will then arrange to meet with you at a convenient time. 
 
 
Classmates: 
It is highly recommended that you spend time discussing ideas with your classmates, 
both to help in your collective understanding and to serve as a means for deepening 
your evaluative skills in the subject. 
 
 
Moodle: 
There are lesson materials, past papers and useful web-links on the Government & 
Politics Moodle Page 
 
  
Email: 
Staff will respond to emails, but it may on occasion take time, please don’t think you 
are being ignored. 
Miss Young: jyoung@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk 
Mr Bournat: mbournat@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk 
 

 

 

mailto:jyoung@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk
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Leadership and Enrichment opportunities 
 
We have an active Politics Society that meets weekly and organises trips to lectures 
in central London by leading academics and politicians.  Politics Society has also 
previously organised a Question Time-style event at school, which saw local 
politicians and students discuss and debate topical political issues.  If you would like 
to join Politics Society details of who to contact will be given out in the first lesson of 
term. 
 
Every year, each department in the school appoints Student Subject Leaders (SSLs).  
This year’s Senior Politics SSLs are Molly Carew (carem031.305@lgflmail.net), Jack 
Coulstock (jackcoulstock@hotmail.co.uk) and Ellie Webley 
(ellie.webley@outlook.com) and Deputies are Cyro Bhatia (cyro.bhatia@gmail.com), 
Tanya Ung (tanyamxria@gmail.com) and Heather Wagstaff-Hall 
(heatherwagstaffhall17@gmail.com).  It is their job to provide support and guidance 
for Politics students in both Y12 and Y13 and assist the department in promoting 
political education throughout the school.  In recent years the Politics SSLs have 
been involved in the mock referendum and were also involved in the decision to visit 
Washington and NY as our biennial trip.   
 
Essay competitions are regularly advertised (on the door of Miss Young’s office 
opposite Room 36/on the Sixth Form notice boards) from such institutions as the 
Political Studies Association and the Adam Smith Institute.  These have in the past 
resulted in publication and cash prizes. 
 
 

mailto:carem031.305@lgflmail.net
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Resources and Equipment 
 

Students are expected to purchase their own core text: 

 Political Ideologies: An Introduction (5th Edition) by Andrew Heywood 

 ISBN-13: 978-0230285620 
 
Other reading materials are available in the Library and online. Please refer to the 
(non-exhaustive) reading list at the end of this booklet to get you started. 
 
A knowledge of current affairs is not as essential at A2 and we would recommend 
you spend time going through materials by the scholars covered on the course.  
However, current political events, such as the upcoming negotiations on Brexit will 
be relevant to our discussions on liberalism, nationalism, and conservatism, so you 
should keep your eyes and ears open for events to which you can apply your 
theoretical knowledge. 
 

 

Links 
 

Moodle contains lesson resources and forums, as well as links to topic specific 
websites, past papers and mark schemes. 
 
The department has managed in the past to secure a deal whereby students can 
subscribe to the The Economist at a greatly reduced cost of £2 for 60 issues. (Usual 
price £4 per issue). Hopefully this will be available again this year. 
 
There are also copies of Politics Review available to buy or for reference in the 
library. 



Progression 
 
Students who have studied Politics in recent years have gone on to study at many 
world renowned institutions including Oxford, Cambridge, Manchester, Durham, 
Queen’s Belfast, Queen Mary’s London and Exeter. While some have continued to 
study Politics, others have opted for PPE, History, Law, Classics, English and 
Criminology. The Russell Group of Universities have acknowledged Politics as one of 
their ‘informed choices’ and useful in a wide range of degrees and careers from 
finance to languages. 
 
 
 
 



Additional Reading 

 
The following is a list of books you may want to consider reading. It is by no means 
exhaustive and should be seen as a starting point. I have tried to give some 
indication of content and price (many of these are now available free to download).  
It is not always necessary to read the entire text so ‘dip in’ and see what catches 
your eye and many of these are available in the school library. 

 

Book Price Pages Difficulty ISBN 

On Liberty – Mill 
Classic exposition of Liberalism, quite dry, but hugely 

influential. 

 
≈£5 

 
148 

 
** 

 
978-

1596052413 

Two Treatises of Civil Government – Locke 
The first treatise is an attack on the divine right of Kings. 

The second presents an argument against Hobbesian 
contract theory, this is the classical argument for a liberal 

contract. 

 
≈£10 

 
480 

 
* 

 
978-

0521357302 

Leviathan – Hobbes 
Classic argument for a Conservative Social Contract. A 

dense text, but full of clear argument. 

 
≈£5 

 
576 

 
*** 

 
978-

0199537280 

Reflections on the Revolution in France – Burke 
A conservative warning against the dangers of change. 

≈£5 352  
*** 

 
978-

0199539024 

The Communist Manifesto – Marx and Engels 
The revolutionary summons to the working class, classic 

treatment of Communist Socialism. 

 
≈£5 

 
304 

 
** 

 
978-

0140447576 
 

The Ego and Its Own – Stirner 
Individualist dismissal of the state. However, also debunks 
much of other ideologies, morality, belief, religion. Rooted 

in Hegelian philosophy, not for the faint hearted. 

 
≈£10 

 
370 

 
****** 

 
978-

0946061006 

Statism and Anarchy – Bakunin 
An attack both against the capitalist and Marxist systems 

from the key collective anarchist. 

 
≈£20 

 
300 

 
**** 

 
978-

0521369732 

Sexual Politics – Millett 
A feminist critique of the patriarchy present in our history 

and culture. 

 
≈£10 

 
400 

 
*** 

 
978-

0860680291 

Intercourse – Dworkin 
Possibly the most controversial feminist book to date, 

wrongly characterised as calling all sex rape. Oft criticised 
for being overly morose, but incredibly engaging and 

provoking. 

 
≈£10 

 
352 

 
***** 

 
978-

0465017522 

The Ecology of Wisdom – Naess 
A collection of essays from the founder of the deep 

ecology movement. 

 
≈£10 

 
352 

 
*** 

 
978-

1582435923 

Post-Scarcity Anarchism – Bookchin 
A collection of essays by Social Ecologist Bookchin, 

 
≈£10 

 
315 

 
** 

 
978-



explaining how a non-hierarchical society would function. 1904859062 

Multiculturalism – Modood 
An assessment of Muslims in Modern Britain. 

≈£5 160 * 978-
0745632896 

 


