
Newstead Wood School 

 

Sixth Form 

 

September 2017 

 

Religious Studies 

Handbook 

 

 
 

 

“God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed 

him” Nietzsche 

 

 

Name_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cbc.ca/ideas/episodes/2013/07/09/philosophy-bites-1/


Welcome to Religious Studies at A Level 

 
Who’s who? 

 
Miss Harvey – Head of RS with Psychology 

Miss Harvey will be teaching the topics for the ‘Religion and Ethics’ paper, as well as 

some of the topics for the ‘Developments in Christian Thought’ paper. She can be 

found in her office which is opposite Room 41 in the Religious Studies block. 

 

Mr Bournat 

Mr Bournat will be teaching the topics for the ‘Philosophy of Religion’ paper, as well 

as some of the topics for the ‘Developments in Christian Thought’ paper. He can be 

found in his office in the Sixth form block. 

 

 

Religious Studies at A Level 
 

Advanced learning in this subject 
Religious studies (RS) demands a commitment to higher level thinking. It is not simply 

enough to read material and remember quotations. Students need to understand the material 

on a deep level to enable them to apply their knowledge to the more abstract type of question 

commonly found at A Level. RS students engage actively with the subject, they are thinking 

and working within the field, not simply observing it. They are vocal in lessons raising 

questions to challenge the arguments put forward and to clarify understanding. 

 

How is Year 2 different from Year 1? 
In Year 2, there is more of an expectation that students will be reading around the subject and 

making notes of this extra reading. This is important because, whilst in Year 1, it was 

generally sufficient to learn points as discrete topics, in Year 2 there is much more emphasis 

on making connections between topics as this is a valuable source of AO2 marks. The topics 

studied in Year 2 tend to be more abstract and consequently more challenging in terms of the 

content. Extra consolidation and reflection is therefore required to ensure that the ideas 

contained in the topics are understood and embedded. 

 

In what different ways will you be expected to work? 
Students will continue to be expected to note-take and take an active role in class discussions. 

Students will continue to be expected to regularly complete essays both in class and for 

homework. Students will have to complete independent tasks resulting in presentations to the 

rest of the class.  

 

What do successful learners in this subject do? What are their habits?  
Successful RS students arrive on time, consolidate their understanding between lessons and 

complete all homework to a high standard. They attend all support sessions as directed. They 

seek to improve already good work through speaking to staff outside of lessons. All 

homework that is not to standard is discussed with staff and improved to ensure full 

understanding. Successful students attend revision conferences and seek out further reading 

connected to material covered in class. Further ideas for top level attainment in RS are 

contained at the end of this handbook in the ‘Learning to Fly’ document. 

 



 

Overview of the year 

 
Term  Topics, investigation, visits… 

Summer Term after Year 12 

exams 

Topics 

Developments in Christian Thought 

Consolidation and Revision of the following topics: 

 

Augustine’s Teaching on Human Nature (Mr Bournat) 

The person of Jesus Christ (Mr Bournat) 

Christian moral action (Ms Harvey) 

 

A mock paper assessing these topics will be set towards the end 

of term. 

 

 

Half Term 1 

 

 

Topics 

Philosophy of Religion 
The nature or attributes of God (Mr Bournat) 

 

Religion and Ethics 

Conscience (Ms Harvey) 

 

Developments in Christian Thought 

Gender and Society (Ms Harvey) 

Pluralism and Society (Mr Bournat) 

 

Each topic will be assessed by written essay under timed 

conditions. 

 

 

Half Term 2 

 

 

Topics 

Philosophy of Religion 

Religious Language: Negative, Analogical or Symbolic; 

Twentieth century perspectives and philosophical comparison 

(Mr Bournat) 

 

Religion and Ethics 

Sexual Ethics(Ms Harvey) 

 

Developments in Christian Thought 

Gender and Theology (Ms Harvey) 

Pluralism and Theology (Mr Bournat) 

 

Each topic will be assessed by written essay under timed 

conditions. 

 

 

Half Term 3 

 

 

Topics 

Religion and Ethics 

Meta-ethical theories(Ms Harvey) 

 

Developments in Christian Thought 

The Challenge of Secularism (Mr Bournat) 

Liberation Theology and Marx (Ms Harvey) 

 

Each topic will be assessed by written essay under timed 

conditions. 

 

 

Half Term 4 

Year 1 topics for Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics 

and Developments in Christian Thought will be consolidated 

with particular reference to harder-style questions. 

 

Half Term 5 Revision classes 

A Level Examinations 



Specification Summary 

 
A Level Religious Studies 

H573  

For first assessment in 2018 

 

OCR 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-religious-studies-

h173-h573-from-2016/ 

 

Philosophy of Religion (01)  

 Written paper = 2 hours 

 You will answer three questions from four. The questions will be 

derived from the following areas:  

o ancient philosophical influences  

o the nature of the soul, mind and body  

o arguments about the existence or non-existence of God  

o the nature and impact of religious experience  

o the challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil  

o ideas about the nature of God  

o issues in religious language  

 Each question is out of 40 with 16 marks for AO1 and 24 marks for 

AO2 

 Exam paper weighting is 33% of the overall A level 
  

Religion and Ethics (02)  

 Written paper = 2 hours 

 You will answer three questions from four. The questions will be 

derived from the following areas: 

o normative ethical theories  

o the application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues 

of importance  

o ethical language and thought  

o debates surrounding the significant idea of conscience  

o sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought of 

developments in religious beliefs  

 Each question is out of 40 with 16 marks for AO1 and 24 marks for 

AO2 

 Exam paper weighting is 33% of the overall A level 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/


 

Development in Christian Thought (03)   

 Written paper = 2 hours 

 You will answer three questions from four. The questions will be 

derived from the following areas: 

o beliefs about human life and the world 

o origins of Christianity 

o the diversity of ethics and practice 

o social and historical developments in Christian Thought 

o the relationships between religion and society 

o challenges facing religious thought  

 Each question is out of 40 with 16 marks for AO1 and 24 marks for 

AO2 

 Exam paper weighting is 33% of the overall A level 

 

 



Assessment Criteria 

 
A01: Knowledge and Understanding 

 

Level Descriptor Marks 
6   An  excellent demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the 

question:  

- fully comprehends the demands of, and focusses on, the question throughout  

- excellent selection of relevant material which is skillfully used  

- accurate and highly detailed knowledge which demonstrates deep understanding 
through a complex and nuanced approach to the material used  

- thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context  

- extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of 
wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding  

14-16 

5 A very good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the 

question :  

• - focuses on the precise question throughout  

• - very good selection of relevant material which is used appropriately  

• - accurate, and detailed knowledge which demonstrates very good understanding 
through either the breadth or depth of material used  

• - accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary.  

- a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of 
wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding  

11-13 

4 A good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the 
question:  

• - addresses the question well  

• - good selection of relevant material, used appropriately on the whole  

• - mostly accurate knowledge which demonstrates good understanding of the 
material used, which should have reasonable amounts of depth or breadth  

• - mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary.  

   - a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom 
and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding  

8-10 

3 A satisfactory demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the 
question:  

• - generally addresses the question  

• - mostly sound selection of mostly relevant material  

• - some accurate knowledge which demonstrates sound understanding through the 
material used, which might however be lacking in depth or breadth  

• - generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary.  

  - satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources  

5-7 

2 A basic demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the 
question:  

  - might address the general topic rather than the question directly  

  - limited selection of partially relevant material  

  - some accurate, but limited, knowledge which demonstrates partial understanding  

  - some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject 
vocabulary.  

  - a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of 
wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with 
little success  

3-4 

1 A weak demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the 
question:  

  - almost completely ignores the question  

  - very little relevant material selected  

  - knowledge very limited, demonstrating little understanding  

  - very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary.  

  - very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of 
wisdom and authority to demonstrate knowledge and understanding  

1-2 



AO2: Analysis and Evaluation 

 
  Level   Descriptor   Marks 

  6    An excellent demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:  

  - excellent, clear and successful argument  

- confident and insightful critical analysis and detailed evaluation of the issue  

  - views skillfully and clearly stated, coherently developed and justified  

- answers the question set precisely throughout  

   - thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context  

   - extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom 
and authority used to support analysis and evaluation  

- - There is an excellent line of reasoning, well-developed and sustained, which is 
coherent, relevant and logically structured.  

  21-24 

  5    A very good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:  

•  - clear argument which is mostly successful  

• successful and clear analysis and evaluation  

• views very well stated, coherently developed and justified  

• - answers the question set competently  

• - accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary.  

• - a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom 
and authority used to support analysis and evaluation  

- - There is a well–developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent, 
relevant and logically structured.  

  17-20 

  4   A good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:  

• - argument is generally successful and clear  

• generally successful analysis and evaluation  

• views well stated, with some development and justification  

• - answers the question set well  

• - mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary.  

• - a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and 
authority are used to support analysis and evaluation  

- - There is a well–developed line of reasoning which is clear, relevant and logically 
structured  

   13-16 

  3   A satisfactory demonstration of analysis and/evaluation in response to the question:  

  - some successful argument  

  - partially successful analysis and evaluation  

  - views asserted but often not fully justified  

  - mostly answers the set question  

  - generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary.  

  - a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of 
wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation with only partial 
success  

- - There is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and which has some 
structure.  

   9-12 

 

 

 

 

  2   A basic demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:  

  - some argument attempted, not always successful  

  - little successful analysis and evaluation  

  - views asserted but with little justification  

  - only partially answers the question  

  - some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject 
vocabulary.  

  - a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom 
and authority to support analysis and evaluation with little success  

  - There is a line of reasoning which has some relevance and which is presented with 
limited structure.  

  5-8 

1  1   A weak demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:  

  - very little argument attempted  

  1-4 



  - very little successful analysis and evaluation  

  - views asserted with very little justification  

  - unsuccessful in answering the question  

  - very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary.  

  - very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of 
wisdom and authority to support analysis and evaluation  

  - Assessment of Extended Response: The information is communicated in a 
basic/unstructured way.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Expectations in RS 
 
In order to provide students with the most effective support in their learning, the 

following processes will be maintained across the department: 

 

- Punctuality: All students are expected to arrive to lessons on time. Any 

student who is late for the first time will be spoken to by the teacher regarding 

why they are late. If the student is late for a second time they will not 

participate in the lesson and will complete the work missed in their own time. 

Any concerns that staff have about punctuality issues will be notified to 

parents as appropriate. 

- Absence: Full attendance is essential for success in RS. All students should 

notify their teacher in advance if they know they will be absent from a lesson. 

The teacher will organise with the student how to catch up on the work they 

will miss. If it is an unplanned absence the student should contact the teacher 

before the next lesson to complete any work missed. Parents will be contacted 

immediately if we are concerned about a student’s attendance. 

- Deadlines: Students will always be given sufficient time to complete work. 

Students should see the teacher before the work is due in and explain why the 

deadline cannot be met. Teacher and student together will decide on the 

appropriate strategy. 

- Consequences of missed deadlines: If a deadline is missed and there is no 

appropriate explanation, the student will be expected to complete the work by 

the end of the same day as the deadline missed. If missed homework has not 

been caught up by the next lesson the student will not participate in the lesson 

and must catch up the work missed in their own time. They will also have a 

reflective discussion with the teacher about how deadlines can be better met in 

future. Whenever we have concerns about a student missing deadlines, parents 

will be contacted. 

- Learning Environment: RS is a discussion based subject and all students are 

expected to listen and show respect to each others’ ideas. Elements of topics 

are taught to students by students and therefore every student should assume 

responsibility for the learning of their classmates. Class discussions are based 

on readings and prior learning – all students should come to the lesson fully 

prepared in order to be able to engage meaningfully in the discussions. This 

includes reading over notes from the previous lesson. 

- Study periods and independent study: Students will be set reading material 

prior to a lesson, in most cases students will be given a few days to do this and 

should use their independent study time to complete this. Students should use 

their independent study time to consolidate their class notes, make revision 

notes, practise timed essays, prepare for in-class assessments and to engage in 

wider reading material. In Year 13, some weeks we will expect you to 

complete five hours of homework on specific tasks set by your teachers. In 

other weeks, less work will be set and you should spend the remainder of the 

five hours completing consolidation, revision or extension work. Details of 

suggested extension work can be found in the ‘Learning to fly’ document at 

the back of this handbook. 

 



How we will support you….. 

 

Teachers will provide regular feedback regarding each student’s progress and will 

offer support to ensure each student achieves their personal target grade. This support 

will include; constructive comments on written work, meetings during study periods 

to clarify and explain ideas and support workshops on essay skills and revision. 

 

Learning conversations – students will be given feedback about their work and will 

be encouraged to ask questions and seek clarification on how to improve. Students 

can request a learning conversation at any time with their teachers if they wish to 

explore their progress further. A learning conversation will be held with each student 

after the mock exams.  

 

Student Subject Leaders 

 

Every year, each department in the school appoints Student Subject Leaders (SSLs).  

This year’s Senior RS SSLs are Darryl D’Souza, Calton Mupfambati and Anna Paul.  

It is their job to provide support and guidance for RS students in both Y12 and Y13 

and assist the department in promoting RS throughout the school. If you need support 

or extra support do get in touch with them. 

 

 



 

What to do when stuck… 
 

‘We all make mistakes, but only the wise learn from their 

mistakes’ 
Winston Churchill 

 
Class teacher 

Your teachers are available throughout the day to speak to. A good time to catch your 

teacher might be after the lesson, at break, lunchtime or after school. They will 

arrange specific times with you to offer support as it is needed, but you are 

responsible for your own learning. If you need support, the onus is on you to seek 

help, which will of course then be provided.  

 

Classmates 

Your classmates will be an essential source of support and guidance throughout the A 

Level. Discussing queries and ideas with each other will develop your understanding 

and extend your learning.  

 

Moodle 

There are lots of useful resources on the Religious Studies Moodle Page and wider 

reading and materials will be regularly emailed to you throughout the course. 

 

Support sessions 

We run sessions throughout the year (both at lunchtime and after school) to support 

you with developing key skills such as how to structure essays, plan exam questions 

or to revisit particular topics. We will notify you of specific dates and times during the 

course of the year. If you are seen to be struggling in a specific area or need to catch 

up on work missed, you may be directed to attend these sessions. In addition, anyone 

is welcome to attend throughout the year for additional support.  

  

Email 

Staff will respond to emails sent, but it may on occasion take some time, please don’t 

think you are being ignored. 

Ms Harvey: lharvey@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk 

Mr Bournat: mbournat@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:mbournat@newsteadwood.bromley.sch.uk


 

Leadership and Enrichment opportunities in RS 

 
These are a few of the many opportunities that are available…. 

 

 Plan and lead Philosophy discussions with younger students in the Philosophy 

Society 

 Help deliver P4C to younger students 

 Teach your peers and students in other years 

 Support the department in developing learning and resources 

 Organise after school Philosophy lectures 

 Taking responsibility for the learning environment in the dedicated Religious Studies 

sixth form room – 616 

 Mentor younger students 

 

We also like to encourage you to use your initiative and be proactive so if you have an 

idea regarding an enrichment or leadership opportunity, come and speak to us to see how 

you can take this forward. 

 

 

Recommended textbooks 

 
Textbooks for OCR Year 2 Religious Studies are not yet published but are due for 

publication in late June/July 2017. Once published, we will review them and make 

recommendations to students. Students will certainly need to purchase a textbook for 

their studies.  

 

In the meantime… 

Reading List 
 The following books are worth reading: 

o ‘Ethics Matters’ - Peter Vardy  

o ‘God Matters’ - Peter Vardy 

o ‘The Puzzle of Christianity’ – Peter Vardy 

o ‘Language, Truth and Logic’ – AJ Ayer 

o ‘The God Delusion’ – Richard Dawkins 

o ‘The Pig that Wants to be Eaten’ – Julian Baggini 

o ‘A Very Short Introduction to Liberation Theology’ – Philip 

Kennedy 

o ‘God and the Universe of Faiths’ – John Hick 

o ‘The Great Philosophers’ – Stephen Law 

o ‘Theology The Basics’ – Alister McGrath 

o ‘Karl Marx’ - Frances Wheen 

 
 

 

Optional Trips  
Vardy Ethics and Philosophy conferences present a wealth of information in an easy to 

understand format.  The entrance fee includes detailed. There are normally two per year (one 

in the Autumn term and one in Spring term) 



       Approximately £22 each 

 

 

 

 

Resources and Equipment 
 Moodle is a useful tool. It contains readings and support material relevant to the 

course along with opportunities to engage in forum debates. 

 The Library – it is well stocked with philosophy and ethics books as well as 

philosophical fiction. Go and have a look…. 

 There are a couple of great journals for RS A Level – you could either subscribe 

yourselves or back copies are kept in the library: Dialogue, RS Review, Philosophy 

Now. 

 

Online resources 
 www.rsrevision.com/ - Revision website 

 http://www.tutor2u.net/blog/index.php/religious-studies - Revision notes and lots of 

articles about current and relevant topics. 

 https://ithinkthereforeiteach.wordpress.com/  - An RS blog with advice and tips for A 

Level students 

 
 

 

Progression 
Students who have studied Religious Studies in recent years have gone on to study: 

Philosophy, Law, Mathematics, Theatre and Performance Studies, Archaeology and Ancient 

Civilisations, Medicine and History. 

 

 

 

Things past students have said about studying Religious Studies 

 
Do as much extra reading as possible and revise for the end of units. 
 
Keep a notebook at all times and jot down any new ideas, scholars, terms, 
concepts….Organise notes into topics categories regularly so that you don’t have to worry 
about doing so before exam session. Before every unit test, summarise the topic; make a 
spider diagrams and flash cards – these’ll come handy at the ends of the year. 
 
Read ahead/round. 
 
Always ask if you don’t understand something, make sure you have all your notes and copy 
up if you miss any lesson. 
 

http://www.tutor2u.net/blog/index.php/religious-studies
https://ithinkthereforeiteach.wordpress.com/


Learning to fly in Religious Studies 
These are the skills and habits which outstanding students of Religious Studies develop. Do as 

many of these as possible to become completely independent in the subject and to develop the 

skills and knowledge needed to attain an A* at A Level.  

 

In your lessons 

 Asking questions is a positive thing! Try asking more questions in lessons. 

 Contributing to class discussion – volunteer your ideas/opinions and comment on those of 

others to help to develop your thinking skills. 

 Think carefully about your opinions and try to justify them with reasoning and argument.  

 Think critically about ideas – try to identify strengths, weaknesses and contradictions. 

 Make thorough notes. Whether you have a powerpoint/handout to annotate or are working on 

lined paper, always jot down additional information/ideas that your teacher or classmates raise 

during the lesson.  

 Make connections with other topics/subjects or news items. 

 RS involves lots of pair and group work. This is a crucial part of your learning and not an 

opportunity for a rest! Experiment with different ideas and stay on task. 

 

Between your lessons 

 Reading - Don’t rely purely on one textbook. You will be provided with additional reading 

materials in class and via In Touch. Always read these fully and make notes on them. Try to 

bring up this wider reading in class and in your essays.  

 Ensure you have a list of practice questions for each topic from your teacher, the exam board 

website or from the textbook. Identify the most challenging and produce plans or write the 

essays out to ensure you are prepared for even the trickiest questions. Hand these plans and 

essays to your teachers for marking. They will be more than happy to do so. 

 When you receive marked work, improve it until it would receive full marks. If you don’t 

know how, ask your teacher or another student whom you consider an ‘expert’. 

 Review and analyse model answers. Identify strengths and weaknesses of the essays and use 

them the next time you are completing an answer.  

 Always start your homework in good time so that you have time and space to think about the 

ideas and discuss with family and friends.  

 

Beyond your lessons 

 Be tenacious in asking your teachers for extra help and asking for an appointment to see them 

outside of lessons. 

 Visit the well-stocked RS section of the school library. Ask Mrs Cheyne for details of new 

arrivals and your teachers for recommendations which suit your particular interests. 

 Watch Ted talks by contemporary philosophers such as Peter Singer or Sam Harris. 

 Listen to podcasts such as Panpsycast or Philosophy Bites. 

 Attend free lectures in London such as those run by the Royal Society of Philosophy. 

 There are a couple of great journals for RS A Level – you could either subscribe yourselves or 

back copies are kept in the library: Dialogue, RS Review, Philosophy Now. 

 Read news article and try to spot stories with a religious, ethical or philosophical angle. Try to 

use them as examples in your essays. 

 Discuss your ideas with family and friends. See if you can persuade them to agree with you. 



 


