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Headteacher’s Introduction

Welcome to the Sixth Form at Newstead Wood School
We are delighted that you are considering our Sixth Form for your A levels. We would 
love you to join us and we look forward to the energy and enthusiasm you will add to 
our already thriving community.

Our Sixth Form is very popular and has a unique and vibrant learning environment. We 
are highly successful, diverse and incredibly supportive. Everyone benefits from 
meeting new people and learning alongside other positive, aspirational and enthusiastic 
students. 

Everyone is new to Year 12. Whether joining the Sixth Form from Newstead or from 
another school, we offer you a daily invitation to join in, work hard and enjoy a relaxed 
environment designed for young adults of the 21st century.

We believe that you deserve inspirational teaching and our highly qualified and 
passionate teachers are all specialists in their field. They enjoy inspiring and challenging 
Sixth Form learners to fully explore and master their chosen subjects, often going well 
beyond the A Level exam specification. 

We know that you want the chance to take on the challenge of advanced level learning 
and all of our students are encouraged to read widely and research independently as 
well as contributing fully to their classroom-based learning. We support our students to 
make a smooth transition to Sixth Form learning by giving advice and guidance on how 
to use independent study time effectively.  We provide the opportunity for students to 
be empowered to create and take advantage of a wide range of opportunities. We 
understand that for access to the very top universities in the country it is so important 
that students have up to date information, advice and guidance, as well as the 
opportunity to excel in the most competitive A Level subjects. 

As a Newstead Sixth Former you will be encouraged to discover new talents and 
interests, as well as doing the things you already know you love, in an atmosphere of 
intellectual freedom and independence. Beyond the classroom we hope that you will 
take on one of the many formal and informal leadership roles on offer, from mentoring 
to House Official positions, to organising charitable fund-raising events, alongside a 
wealth of opportunities to participate in music, drama and sport. And when the time 
comes to look beyond Sixth Form, our highly experienced team is on hand to give 
advice about every stage of the university application process as well as other career 
opportunities.

Mr Alan Blount
Headteacher



We are Newstead Wood Sixth Form. We Are Our Own Benchmark.

In the Sixth Form at Newstead Wood School, we create an environment that expects 
the very best from each individual, and provides the opportunities for aspirational 
academic achievement. Coupled with pastoral care that is second to none, I am proud 
of the outstanding provision our Sixth Form team and the wider teaching body are able 
to deliver to a fast growing cohort of diverse students. 

Whilst our teachers set exceptionally high standards within the classroom, the pastoral 
team provides the full wrap around care that ensures every bump in the road can be 
navigated on the journey to higher education or employment. Each student is treated 
individually, and is encouraged to develop a passion and thirst for intellectual 
development in their subjects and beyond. We allow our students to express 
themselves, and as a cohort they are a community as rich and diverse as any university 
campus.

We see growing numbers of students joining our school not just because of our 
outsanding reputation, but because of the unique way we value each individual that 
joins us. Whilst we boast the ability to create small class sizes yet maintain a wonderful 
breadth of subject choices, students can still find the combination they desire without 
compromise. 

The rigour of academic study is complemented by sports for all, with competitive teams 
across many disciplines, and the option to enjoy enrichment programmes for specialist 
training. This alongside our exemplary provision for Oxbridge application, Medics, Vets 
and Dentistry careers, and support to progress on to the most competitive degrees, 
allows all students to excel and aspire to more than they believe. 

The culture within our Sixth Form is one of high challenge and high support.  It is 
important for all students to recognise that our structures, systems and policies 
encourage all students to lead their learning and focus on their studies, whilst still 
having access to the facilities comparable to a university campus. 

We set our own benchmark for success, and look to exceed that each and every year. 
Our amazing students are integral to our success and I hope you will see as I do the 
wonderful breadth of opportunities available within our Sixth Form. 

Mr Philip Holton
Assistant Head Teacher - Director of Sixth Form



Our Curriculum

All students study a minimum of three A Levels, with some studying four or five. AS 
examinations at the end of Year 12 are rare as the vast majority of students complete full 
A Levels in all subjects. AS Levels in reformed subjects no longer contribute to A Level 
results and universities invariably do not use them to discriminate between candidates. 

In addition to subject lessons, students will attend Form periods and assemblies each 
day, take an Academic Elective or an enrichment option, attend the weekly lecture 
programme and have timetabled private study. Some students will complete the EPQ 
qualification, in addition to their subjects. 

Subjects currently offered within our  broad curriculum are:

Art English Literature Physical Education
Biology French Physics
Chemistry Geography Psychology
Classical Civilsation German Religion, Philosophy & 
Computer Science Government & Politics Ethics
D&T: Product Design History Spanish
D&T Design Engineering Mathematics Theatre Studies 
D&T: Fashion & Textiles Further Mathematics
Economics Music 

While our policy is to make every effort to accommodate all combinations of A Level 
subjects, in exceptional cases it may not be possible to run a subject if there are 
insufficient students applying for it. 



Sixth Form – High Challenge and High Support

The entry requirement for Year 12 is a minimum of eight GCSE passes, including 
Mathematics and English; four at Grade 6 or above and four at Grade 7 or above, of 
which eight GCSEs must be achieved in one exam season.  The entry criteria for each A 
level course is a s follows: 

Making your Application

Applications for Sixth Form places, for all

A Level Course GCSE Subject Required at Grade 7 or Above

Art Art (ideally Fine Art)
Biology Grade 7 in Biology and also in GCSE Chemistry (triple award) or Grade 8 -7 in GCSE 

Science (double award). This must include Grade 8 in the Biology modules. Since 

10% of the marks at AS and A Level require mathematical skills at higher level GCSE, 
a Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics is an advantage

Chemistry Chemistry (triple award) or Grade 8-7 GCSE Science (double award) and this must 

include Grade 8 in the Chemistry modules. Since 20% of the marks at AS and A Level 

require mathematical skills at higher level GCSE, a Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics is 
an advantage

Classical Civilisation English Language or English Literature or History or Religious Studies 
Computer Science Grade 7 or above in Mathematics and English GCSE.  No requirement to have 

studied Computing or ICT at GCSE

DT Design Engineering Design or Engineering subject
DT Product Design Design or Engineering subject
DT Fashion and Textiles Textiles
Drama and Theatre Studies Drama and English
Economics Mathematics plus English or a Humanities subject

English Literature English Literature
French French
Further Mathematics Minimum Grade 8 Mathematics
Geography Geography or an aligned subject, Grade 7 or above
German German
Government & Politics English and a Humanities subject (Geography, History or Religious Studies)
History History
Mathematics Minimum Grade 7 Mathematics
Music Music plus at least Grade 5 in your first instrument
Physical Education Physical Education
Physics Grade 7 in Physics (triple award) or Grade 8-7 in GCSE Science (double award). This 

must include Grade 8 in the Physics modules. Since 40% of the marks at AS and A 

Level require mathematical skills at higher level GCSE, a Grade 7 in GCSE 
Mathematics is required

Psychology English, Mathematics and a Grade 7 or above in Biology (triple award) or Grade 7:7 

Science (double award) 

Religion, Philosophy & Ethics English or a Humanities subject (Geography, History or Religious Studies)
Spanish Spanish



Extended Project 

The Extended Project is a qualification which, as its name suggests, is designed to offer 
students the opportunity to engage in learning which goes beyond their curriculum 
studies. It is an undertaking which requires enthusiasm and independence, and many 
universities have indicated that they see it as a valuable qualification. 

The qualification is worth the equivalent of a full AS for UCAS. Students are expected to 
devote around 90 hours of their own time to independent guided learning towards the 
project; in addition, there will be workshops and sessions promoting skills in areas such 
as referencing and research methodologies and students will be encouraged to enrol
with on-line courses to develop these skills. 

Work on the project commences in the Summer term of Year 12, with submission 
coming towards the beginning of the next academic year. EPQ students have to: 

- Choose an area of interest - Provide evidence of all stages of 
- Draft a project title all stages of project production 
- Draft aims of the project - Deliver a presentation to specified 
- Plan, research, carry out the project audience 

There will be guidance at all stages from an appointed mentor.



The Newstead Lecture Series

One of our unique strengths is our Newstead Lecture Series. This weekly lecture is 
attended by the entire Year 12 cohort and is an opportunity for outside speakers and 
alumni to enhance the learning and experience for all students.

The lecture series is outstanding and the inspirational talks and workshops support 
students’ personal and academic development, as well as providing valuable input on 
global issues and awareness.  

Leadership

Our students are excellent leaders and we provide many opportunities for students to 
develop their leadership skills further in the Sixth Form. We know that excellent 
leadership skills are essential for their future, and are highly sought after by employers 
and Universities. We are immensely proud of the remarkable individuals who make 
contributions to the whole school community as part of our Leadership programme. 

Every student will have the opportunity to excel and demonstrate an ability to lead. As 
an essential skill for life, we value the importance of every student finding their niche, 
and encourage every single student to take an active leadership role in school..

Ranging from Academic Prefects, leading societies, Form Prefects and peer mentiors 
working with younger years, all the way up to our democratically elected House Captains 
and Head Student team, every student has the chance to give back to the school 
community, and in doing so develop skills that set them apart in competitive applications 
for University or employment. 

Our Head Student team make a key difference to how the school runs. They develop 
their own initiatives, implement them, and see the fruits of their efforts making a real 
difference to every year group. Previous teams have launched pastoral support and 
mentoring programmes, or made integral changes that benefit students across all year 
groups. 



Academic Elective Programme and Dedicated Oxbridge, MDV and Elite University 
Preparation 

Our Academic Elective Programme provides an opportunity for students to develop their 
understanding of the different University entrance tests and receive bespoke support 
and guidance for the admissions process. 

Students looking to pursue higher study at Oxbridge will be assigned a subject mentor 
and attend our weekly Oxbridge Elective option.  Aspiring Medics, Vets and Dentists 
have a similar elective option from Year 12 through to BMAT assessment deadline in 
October of Year 13.  

Our careful programme of workshops and speakers provide practice, support and 
guidance to ensure every student is ready for the necessary assessments and application 
process. A complement of visits and mock interviews and mock assessments are also 
provided.  

Whether your ambition is to study Medicine at Cambridge, Astrophysics at Birmingham, 
French and Russian at Oxford, Maths at St Andrews, Theology at Durham or Architecture 
at Nottingham, our enormous history of former Newstead students form a formidable 
alumni who are able to share their past experiences and offer first hand advice, often 
forming part of our lecture series. 





A Rich and Rewarding Experience

We believe in a broad and rich education and in providing a full and rounded 
experience for all our students. With over 300 trips and visits across the school each 
year, there is something for everyone. Our House Captains also often have the 
opportunity to assist with and accompany Year 7 trips. 

Students have a timetabled enrichment afternoon each week where they can take part 
in sport and music, or choose from a range of elective options including the school 
newspaper and Duke of Edinburgh Award to name but a few. 

Last year our students were able to go on overseas trips to Strasbourg, New York and 
Washington as part of the Government and Politics course, Russia with the History 
department, Greece and Italy with Classical Civilisation and Paris with Art. There have 
also been extensive trips across all subject areas to exhibitions, galleries, museums, 
lectures, performances, Biology and Geography field trips and presentations; each year 
our offer improves.

Our Academic Elective Programme:

- Japanology - Oxbridge Medics, Vets & Dentistry 
- STEP Maths - CREST Gold Award
- Extended Project Qualification - Sports Leader Award 
- Critical Analysis & Discussion for - Sport for All 
Arts & Humanities



Choosing Your A Levels

It is important to remember, when choosing A Level courses to study there is no single 
way to decide which are right for you. Studying at a higher level to GCSE means that 
many courses are significantly different, whilst other courses which are not GCSE 
options at Newstead, such as Psychology, will represent completely new subjects. 

In order to choose your subjects, the following are useful to consider.

1. If you have a specific career or university in mind already, this will be able to guide 
you on what subjects they expect.

2. If you are unsure of a degree or career, “facilitating subjects”, those that appear 
more often in degree course requirements, are your safest choice, and do not restrict 
your options later.

3. Subjects that you enjoy, look forward to each week, and that you are good at are 
very common starting points, and it is important to consider your GCSE performance 
when making final decisions. 

Do Some Subjects Mix Well? 

We allow you a free choice of subjects at the outset, and we try very hard indeed to 
make sure that as many people as possible can have their first choice combinations –
occasionally though we may have to ask you to revise your choice, either because we 
simply cannot timetable it, or because we feel that it is not a sensible combination. 
The choice is yours, but there are some subjects which combine well:

• Physics backed up by Maths
• History & Politics
• Geography & Biology
• Geography & Economics
• Theatre Studies & English
• Combining two Modern Languages
• Maths & Further Maths
• Economics with a Language
• Economics & Maths
• PE & Biology
• Music & Maths
• Philosophy & Ethics & Maths
• Biology backed up by Chemistry 



What Do I Enjoy? 

If you enjoy a subject now, then that is usually a good guide to whether you will enjoy it 
at A Level, even though GCSE and A level may be rather different. You will have to study 
your subjects for at least one year and in most cases for two years, and so it is vital that 
you choose subjects you will enjoy or can at least live with. A word of warning: ignore 
the teacher factor – is it the subject you enjoy, or is it just that you get on well with your 
current teacher? 

Do I Need Particular Subjects? 

Some students already have clear career goals (although at this age many do not). Many 
careers and university courses do not need particular subject choices at this stage, 
however, some do.  If you are in doubt about whether you need to choose a particular 
subject, ask for advice. 



Beyond Newstead

It must be emphasised that rarely do all higher education establishments have the 
same requirements, and very rarely is there no flexibility at all. On the other hand you 
must recognise that if you apply with an unconventional combination of subjects for a 
particular course you may put yourself at a disadvantage with respect to other 
applicants. Some A Level subjects will be listed as ‘Required’ and are essential and 
some listed as ‘Recommended’ and, although are not essential, may be qualifications 
held by the majority of people applying for that course. 

The most up to date information is usually on university websites and university 
Admissions Officers do not mind answering queries if the answer cannot be found on 
the website. 

A further consideration may be your proposed career direction beyond university. 
Some degree courses may lead to specific occupations while others are less 
‘vocational’. You should be wary of letting this aspect totally determine your subject 
choice and remember that the quality of both A Level passes and a degree are widely 
regarded as a measure of a set of skills which can be applied in any number of 
occupations. The majority of graduates rarely employ the information gained through 
their degree but do employ their cumulative skills. In other words, whilst you may 
want to keep an eye on the future, there is much to be said for choosing subjects in 
which you are interested and are likely to be successful.



Animal Sciences 
Biology and Chemistry preferred. Relevant 
work experience is useful. 

Archaeology 
History, Geography, English and/or a Science 
subject may be preferred. 2 Sciences required 
for Archaeological Science courses. 

Anthropology
Biology and Geography preferred for some 
biological anthropological courses (Social 
Anthropology).

Architecture/ Architectural Engineering 
Maths and/or Physics required or preferred 
for some courses. Art sometimes a 
requirement and a portfolio of art work often 
requested. 

Art / Design 
Art A Level and portfolio of art work required 
by many courses. You may choose to 
complete an Art Foundation course prior to 
university. 

Biochemistry / Biomedical Science / Genetics 
/ Physiology 
Chemistry required. Biology usually preferred, 
one or two Maths/Science subjects required. 

Business and Management Courses / 
Accountancy 
Maths is often essential or desirable. 
There is a wide range of courses, some show 
preference for Economics, Geography, 
English or a Foreign Language. 

Chemistry / Chemical Engineering 
Two Science subjects including Chemistry 
(Chemistry, Physics and Maths is a good 
combination with Further Maths for some 
courses). 

Computer Science 
Maths and Further Maths, with some 
preference for Physics. STEP used by some 
universities as part of conditional offer.

Dentistry
Chemistry plus Biology usually required. 
Another Science subject may be required or 
preferred. Evidence of manual dexterity must 
be given (e.g. model-making or playing an 
instrument). 

Drama / Theatre Studies 
English and Theatre Studies may be required. 
Extensive record of involvement in theatre 
productions often required. Not all courses 
involve acting – you need to check. 

Economics
Maths and Economics may be required or 
preferred. Check university websites carefully 
for other preferred subjects. 

Education Studies 
A Level in the main subject of choice required 
plus one or two other A Levels. 

Engineering
Maths and/or Physics usually required. 
Further Maths sometimes recommended. 
Some universities may use STEP as part of 
conditional offer. 

English
English Literature required, often two other 
Arts subjects. Modern Language required for 
joint courses. 

Environmental Science 
One or two Science subjects are usually 
stipulated. Maths may be required. 
Geography with two other subjects. Maths or 
Science required for BSc. 



Geology
Maths / Science subjects usually required. 
Geography may be accepted as an additional 
Science. Chemistry, Maths and Physics often 
preferred. 

History
History with 2 other Arts subjects. 
A Science subject or Modern Language 
may be considered for a third A level. 

Law
A very high standard required in 3 subjects. 
Preference for at least one essay based 
subject. 

Materials Science 
Maths, Physics and/or Chemistry. 

Mathematics / Statistics 
Maths and Further Maths, preference given 
to Physics. STEP may be used.

Medicine / Dentistry / Veterinary Science 
Chemistry and Biology required. Subject 
requirements vary, check university 
websites carefully. High grades, relevant 
work experience essential and an interview 
will be required. Additional admissions test 
may also be required (BMAT, UKCAT).

Music
A Level Music plus instrumental grade 
usually required. 

Natural Sciences 
High grades in 3 Sciences (check individual 
course requirements). Maths useful as a 
fourth A Level. 

Occupational Therapy 
A Social Science or Science subject required 
for most courses. 

Pharmacy
Chemistry and one or two other Sciences 
usually required. 

PPE – Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
No specific subjects required. Maths is very 
useful for logic (and Economics) and an essay-
based subject can give evidence of ability to 
expand on ideas. 

Physics
Physics and Maths (and Chemistry sometimes 
preferred). Further Maths highly desirable for 
some courses. 

Physiotherapy 
One or two Science subjects required. 

Physical Education 
PE, Sports Science required for some courses. 

Politics
No subjects specified. History or English 
useful. 

Psychology
A Science subject usually required. Look 
carefully at individual course outlines – some 
more science based than others. Maths can 
also be useful. 

Sociology
No subjects specified. 

Town and Country Planning 
Geography may be specified. 

Zoology  
Science Biology and Chemistry preferred.



Headteacher : Mr Alan Blount 

Newstead Wood School, Avebury Road, Orpington BR6 9SA 

Tel: 01689 853626 

E-mail: office@newsteadwood.co.uk 
Website : www.newsteadwood.co.uk

2019 University Destinations 

The University of Nottingham 8 University of Brighton 2

University of Surrey 7 University of East Anglia 2

Loughborough University 6 University of York 2

University of Birmingham 6 Anglia Ruskin University 1

University of Bristol 5 Bournemouth University 1

University of Exeter 5 Courtauld Institute of Art 1

University of Leeds 5 Coventry University 1

Durham University 4 De Montford University 1

Royal Holloway Kingston University 1

University of London 4 Medway School of Pharmacy 1

University of Cambridge 4 Nottingham Trent University 1

University of Oxford 4 Plymouth University 1

King’s College London 3 Queen Mary University London 1

Lancaster University 3 The University of Edinburgh 1

St George’s The University of Kent 1

University of London 3 The University of Liverpool 1

The University of Warwick 3 The University of Manchester 1

University College London 3 The University of Strathclyde 1

University of Bath 3 University Centre Hartpury 1

University of Southampton 3 University of Dundee 1

London School of Economics University of East London 1

and Political Science 2 University of Newcastle 1

The University of Essex 2 University of Reading                      1

The University of Manchester 2 University of Sussex                         1

The University of Sheffield 2


